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we don't know anything about the ancestors of the human species."

All the fossils which have been dug up and are claimed to be

ancestors——we haven't the faintest idea whether they are ancestors.

Because all you've got, and the cladists are right [Here he chalked a
crude fossils—-versus—time diagram on the blackboard]...All you've got
is Homo sapiens there, you've got fthat fossil there, you've got

another fossil there...this is time here...and it's up to you to draw the

lines. Because there are no lines.

Prof. Richard C. Lewontin of Harvard University, was interviewed by

journalist Tom Bethell. Harper 2/85
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“I’'m a person who says in this book [Human Diversity] that we don’t
know anything about the ancestors of the human species. All the
fossils which have been dug up and are claimed to be ancestors — we
haven’t the faintest idea whether they are ancesfors....[85] Despite
the excited and optimistic claims that have been made by some
paleontologists, no fossil hominid species can be established as our

direct ancestor’

Richard Lewontin, Distinguished Prof of Zoology, Harvard Former
President of the Society for the Study of Evolution,

Geneticist, Marxist, Atheist


http://www.bethinking.org/is-christianity-true/the-god-who-wasnt-there/8-8-an-interview-with-richard-dawkins#_edn85

Richard Lewontin, Human Diversity (New York: W. H. Freeman and

Company, 1995), 163.
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Cognition: Questions We Will Never Answer”
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Just think how many gaps there are in the fossil record.... All we can

do is “tell stories” about how evolution may have proceeded,
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'Fossil evidence of human evolutionary history is fragmentary and
open to various interpretations. Fossil evidence of chimpanzee

evolution is absent altogether".

Henry Gee (evolutionist), “Return to the Planet of the Apes,” Nature,
Vol. 412, 12 July 2001, p. 131.
JQUMJS\SQJJJM\ﬁiﬁéﬁ‘ij&g&dﬁaalﬁhé&éu&eﬂdﬂgéw\ Jaa

0 pasitally (Giladll s asiall Ghai¥) as culy - aghis Alslas b cilida (gl



& ped Ol Ny (Sileadd) Mo [ ghail) Ao aaly Judy (o AT (ud i 3a e LYl

diidia da (pa okl Ao alidal) o Ao
Oguaily JUY 5381 Liad

i il alley cilijda alle ga

3

Js&

2253 Y) el O g2 Blad 15 6d gl Lsa Jlal) dasan (Ao (Slaad¥) agad Las) dsaal) S0
Glita Ja Y (ki il ) agd 2250 Y) Gual pgd sass Y (Aasaug Jalsa Vg 2932 ¥
il Ciblgl) Cusal) lady) jghail LRudal) jaaal) Lady (aayshill cilis (o a2 Y)
coages Al adi ga Uil goa slial (1985 o1 S fras gl
"Modern apes, for instance, seem to have sprung out of nowhere.
They have no yesterday, no fossil record. And the true origin of
modern humans - of upright, naked, tool-making, big—brained beings
- is, if we are to be honest with ourselves, an equally mysterious

matter." —

Dr. Lyall Watson, Anthropologist. 'The water people'. Science Digest,

vol. 90, May 1982, p. 44.
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“Dr. Leakey bases his repudiation of Darwin on the results of his long
search in East Africa for the remains of the original man. The
generally accepted post Darwin view is that man developed from the
baboon 3 to 5 million years ago. But Leakey has found no evidence

of a spurt in development at that time.”,

Chicago American, 1/25, 1967
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'Biologists would dearly like to know how modern apes, modern
humans and the various ancestral hominids have evolved from a
common ancestor. Unfortunately, the fossil record is somewhat
incomplete as far as the hominids are concerned, and it is all but
blank for the apes. The best we can hope for is that more fossils will
be found over the next few years which will fill the present gaps in the

evidence.'

'David Pilbeam [a well-known expert in human evolution] comments
wryly, "If you brought in a smart scientist from another discipline and
showed him the meagre evidence we've got he'd surely say, 'forget it:

there isn't enough to go on'."



(Richard E. Leakey, The Making of Mankind, Michael Joseph Limited,

London, 1981, p. 43)
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“By 1989, [Richard] Leakey sought to distance himself from his
original theory, insisting any attempts at specific reconstructions of

the human lineage were premature.”

R. Milner, Encyclopedia of Evolution (1990),
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'l am also aware of the fact that, at least in my own subject of

paleoanthropology, "theory" — heavily influenced by implicit ideas

almost always dominates "data’. ....Ideas that are totally unrelated to



actual fossils have dominated theory building, which in turn strongly

influence the way fossils are interpreted.’

DAVID PILBEAM, YALE, BONES OF CONTENTION p.127
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“The transition to Homo continues to be almost totally confusing”

Michael Balder, “Candidate Human Ancestor From South Africa

Sparks Praise and Debate,” Science 328: 154.
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Lucy: The Beginnings of Humankind By Donald Johanson, Maitland
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named after the commonest members of the group.

The overall impression that these creatures give is that they were
large and small versions of vaguely chimp-shaped animals. But they
were not chimps. In many important features they were not like
chimps at all. Pilbeam believes that the early dryopithecids actually
resembled monkeys more closely than they did modern apes. And
yet the assumption must remain that they were the ancestors of
modern apes. Some, indeed, seem to foreshadow orangs; others,
gorillas; others, chimps. But this is impossible to prove. Dryopithe-
cid fossils disappear eight or nine million years ago. There are no in-
between types known. There are, in fact, no ape fossils from anywhere
after about eight million. One contributory reason for this may have
been the scarcity of apes; as the tropical forest began to shrink during
the Miocene, the dryopithecids shrank too, perhaps already begin-
ning to show the long-term dangers of an extreme “K" reproductive
strategy when faced with a less-than-ideal environment. But surely
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more important in explaining the rarity of all forest fossils, ape or
otherwise, is that tropical forests do not preserve them. The soil is
too acid. Bones are eaten away by that acid and by bacteria before
they can begin to undergo the slow process of fossilization

At any rate, modern gorillas, orangs and chimpanzees spring out
of nowhere, as it were. They are here today; they have no yesterday,
unless one is able to find faint foreshadowings of it in the dryopithe-
cids. Pilbeam assumes that the relationship exists, and has so indi-
cated in a chart he has constructed—although he does leave a huge
gap in it, and makes no attempt to link any specific dryopithecid
with any living ape. He contents himself with the observation that
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"The key issue is the ability correctly to infer a genetic relationship
between two species on the basis of a similarity in appearance, at
gross and detailed levels of anatomy. Sometimes this approach....can
be deceptive, partly because similarity does not necessarily imply an

identical genetic heritage:

BONES OF CONTENTION, 1987, p. 123
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"The dethroning of Ramapithecus from putative first human in 1961 to
extinct relative of the orangutan in 1982 is one of the most
fascinating, and bitter, sagas in the search for human origins."

BONES OF CONTENTION, 1987, p.86
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"....conventional wisdom is that the australopithecine fragments are
generally rather similar to humans....the new studies point to different
conclusions. The new investigations suggest that the fossil fragments
are usually uniquely different from any living form: when they do have
similarities with living species, they are as often as not reminiscent of
the orangutan, ...these results imply that the various
australopithecines are really not all that much like humans. ....may
well have been bipeds, .... but if so, it was not in the human manner.
They may also have been quite capable climbers as much at home in

the trees as on the ground..',

The American Biology Teacher, Vol.41, May 1979, pp.273-4
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"We then move right off the register of objective truth into those
fields of presumed biological science, like extrasensory perception or
the interpretation of man's fossil history, where to the faithful
anything is possible — and where the ardent believer is sometimes

able to believe several contradictory things at the same time."

BEYOND THE IVORY TOWER, New York: Taplinger Publishing

Company, 1970, p. 19.
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LORD SOLLY ZUCKERMAN,
"His Lordship's scorn for the level of competence he sees displayed
by paleoanthropologists is legendary, exceeded only by the force of
his dismissal of the australopithecines as having anything at all to do

with human evolution. 'They are just bloody apes’, he is reputed to

have observed on examining the australopithecine remains in South



Africa.. Zuckerman had become extremely powerful in British science,
being an adviser to the government up to the highest level...,while at
Oxford and then Birmingham universities, he had vigorously pursued
a metrical and statistical approach to studying the anatomy of fossil
hominids....it was on this basis that he underpinned his lifelong

rejection of the australopithecines as human ancestors.",
Roger Lewin, BONES OF CONTENTION, 1987, p.164, 165
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"The australopithecine skull is in fact so overwhelmingly simian as
opposed to human that the contrary proposition could be equated to

an assertion that black is white.’,

BEYOND THE IVORY TOWER, p.78
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“British anatomist Sir Arthur Keith refused to accept the African
australopithecine fossils as human ancestors because their brains
were too small. Human qualities of mind, Keith proclaimed, can only
appear when brain volume is at least 750 cubic centimeters, a point
nicknamed °‘Keith’s rubicon’ (dividing Iine). And, at 45(0cc.,
Australopithecus africanus didn’t qualify . . “In Keith’s day, the Homo

erectus skulls at 950cc. could comfortably be included as humans,



since their range overlaps our own species (1,000cc.-2,000cc.). But
the Homo habilis skulls discovered later measured about 64(cc., just
on the other side of the Rubicon. Skulls of Australopithecus adults

are about 500cc., which is larger than chimps but smaller than Homo

habilis.”

R. Milner, Encyclopedia of Evolution (1990), p. 249.
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"The fossil record pertaining to man is still so sparsely known that
those who insist on positive declarations can do nothing more than
jump from one hazardous surmise to another and hope that the next

dramatic discovery does not make them utter fools ... Clearly some



refuse to learn from this. As we have seen, there are numerous
scientists and popularizers today who have the temerity to tell us that
there is 'no doubt' how man originated: if only they had the

evidence..."

(William R Fix, The Bone Pedlars, New York: Macmillan Publishing

Company, 1984, p.150)
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