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Homo habilis
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- and Homo lineages.
Timeline of hominin evolution
Different members of Australopithecus and Homo overlapped in time with one another for
gatif nearly one million years. !
' Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.
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Wood and Richmond; Richmond, BG (2000). 'Human evolution:
taxonomy and paleobiology". Journal of Anatomy 197 (Pt 1): 19-60.
doi:10.1046/j.1469-7580.2000.19710019.x. PMC 1468107. PMID
10999270. p. 41: "A recent reassessment of cladistic and functional
evidence concluded that there are few, if any, grounds for retaining H.
habilis in Homo, and recommended that the material be transferred

(or, for some, returned) to Australopithecus (Wood & Collard, 1999)
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Australian Museum: http:/[australianmuseum.net.au/Homo-habilis.
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Orangutans: 275-500 cm3 (16.8-30.5 cu in)
Chimpanzees: 275-560 cm3 (16.8-30.5 cu in)
Gorillas: 340-752 cm3 (20.7-45.9 cu in)
Australopithecus afarensis; 438 cm3 (400 - 560 cm3)
Australopithecus africanus 452 cm3 (400-600 cm3)
Paranthropus boisei 510 cm3

Paranthropus robustus 500 cm3
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Holloway, R.L., Cranial capacity, neural reorganization, and hominid
evolution: a search for more suitable parameters, American

Anthropologist 68:113, 1966.
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Debates continue over whether all of the known fossils are properly
attributed to the species, and some paleoanthropologists regard the
taxon as invalid, made up of fossil specimens of Australopithecus and

Homo


http://creation.com/fossil-evidence-for-alleged-apemenpart-1-the-genus-homo#f20

Tattersall, |. & Schwartz, J.H., Extinct Humans, Westview Press, New

York, 2001, p. 111.
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Wolpoff, M.H., Paleoanthropology, Second Edition, McGraw—Hill,

Boston, p. iv, 1999. P358

Flgdy Jluw B Aaldia ppad ) g
lguanal dBe ¥ (ulin) 41Sy dalidal) (uliadd CLlE S sag oSy 98 (ululd sash
OuiSS (San Adlida Clijiag L

Tattersall and Schwartz have described ‘the status of H. habilis as an

all-embracing “wastebasket” species into which a whole

heterogeneous variety of fossils could be conveniently swept’.



Tattersall, I. and Schwartz, J.H., Extinct Humans, Westview Press,

New York, p. 111, 2001.
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H. habilis had a cranial capacity slightly less than half of the size of
modern humans. Despite the ape-like morphology of the bodies, H.
habilis remains are often accompanied by primitive stone tools (e.g.

Olduvai Gorge, Tanzania and Lake Turkana, Kenya)
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New findings in 2007 seemed to confirm the view that H. habilis and
H. erectus coexisted, representing separate lineages from a common

ancestor instead of H. erectus being descended from H. habilis

F. Spoor, M. G. Leakey, P. N. Gathogo, F. H. Brown, S. C. Antén, I.
McDougall, C. Kiarie, F. K. Manthi & L. N. Leakey (2007-08-09).
"Implications of new early Homo fossils from lleret, east of Lake

Turkana, Kenya'. Nature 448 (7154): 688-691
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James Urquhart (August 8, 2007). Finds test human origins theory

"Finds test human origins theory'. BBC News. Retrieved July 27,

2007.
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While scientists used to think that H. habilis was the ancestor of
Homo erectus, recent discoveries in 2000 of a relatively late 1.44
million—year—old Homo habilis (KNM-ER 42703) and a relatively early
1.55 million-year-old H. erectus (KNM-ER 42700) from the same
area of northern Kenya (Ileret, Lake Turkana) challenged the
conventional view that these species evolved one after the other.
Instead, this evidence - along with other fossils — demonstrate that

they co-existed in Eastern Africa for almost half a million years.
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Height:
average 3 ft 4 in — 4 ft 5 in (100 - 135 cm)
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The small size and rather primitive attributes have led some experts

(Richard Leakey among them) to propose excluding H. habilis from

the genus Homo, and renaming as "Australopithecus habilis."

Miller, J.M.A. (2000), '"Craniofacial variation in Homo habilis: an
analysis of the evidence for multiple species’, American Journal of

Physical Anthropology 112(1): p. 103-128.
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Wood, B. and Collard, M., The changing face of genus Homo,

Evolutionary Anthropology 8:204, 1999.
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.3If H. habilis is not the ancestor of Homo erectus, how does it fit into

our evolutionary tree?
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Its name, which means ‘handy man’, was given in 1964 because this
species was thought to represent the first maker of stone tools.
Currently, the oldest stone tools are dated slightly older than the

oldest evidence of the genus Homo.

Ayl gl g ang dupdu cilgd) ainal 5 Al (il i) Jia BRI AISE) ol
Syl Sl addn (e adil Bagage Olad¥) Cilgal (oS aSh Alas bl Badea
1939 guasi Ally AlSiall o2a Australopithecus garhi ge a8 Wil capdig
dageall agaal) B sl
13 A culaill caag @Al dlad oF il ool clssld Al pila 4l sled) ad
Ly O\ 9gd clsl) 02 addig Cijry (e al 90 Lululd gasgdl Of i) A58 aY)
dusaa) clilgall oa sl £)3a)
ke Jsi
i i igl) GAY) Gulia¥) sl jala b (S Al uliilgh il Akl e a2l
dag O 98 Gulnla O g cilijis o) dimd o La 130y (<lsdl) laal ad (uiSs )
covs Agidall @lilgal) b

Yet despite tool usage, H. habilis was not the master hunter its sister

species (or descendants) proved to be, as ample fossil evidence



indicates H. habilis was a staple in the diet of large predatory
animals, such as Dinofelis, a large scimitar—toothed predatory cat the

size of a jaguar

Hillary Mayell. "Killer Cats Hunted Human Ancestors'. National

Geographic News. Retrieved 2008-02-15.
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