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Donald C. Johanson, Fidelis T. Masao, Gerald G. Eck, Tim D. White,
Robert C. Walter, William H. Kimbel, Berhane Asfaw, Paul Manega,
Prosper Ndessokia & Gen Suwa (21 May 1987). "New partial skeleton
of Homo habilis from Olduvai Gorge, Tanzania'. Nature 327 (6119):

205-209.
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a mere 25 meters off the road, was a highly fragmented 1.8 million-
year-old partial skeleton. After recognition of the first fragment of the
skeleton, a proximal right ulna, a major effort was put into an arduous
search for additional skeletal elements. ... Screening of all the loose
sediments in the immediate area resulted in the recovery of more than
18,000 bone and tooth fragments over an area of about 40 square
meters. Most of these were non—-hominid remains, but 302 were

identified as belonging to OH 62.

ibid. page 176
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Compared with a skeleton like Lucy or the Black Skull, OH 62 was
scrappy. The teeth were hopelessly splintered into such tiny
fragments that, with few exceptions, it was not possible to
reassemble a complete tooth crown. It was equally impossible to
reassemble the cranial vault fragments into anything remotely
resembling a skull. However, portions of a right arm, including most
of a humerus and parts of the ulna and radius, were recovered. Part
of the left femur was also recovered, including the femoral neck and
some of the shaft. Most important, thirty—two fragments were

successfully glued together to form most of the maxilla, or upper jaw.
ibid. page 176
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Wood, Bernard (21 May 1987). "Who is the 'real' Homo habilis?”

Nature 327 (6119): 187-188.
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Johanson, D. C.; Masao, F.; Eck, G. G.; White, T. D.; et al. (1987).
"New partial skeleton of Homo habilis from Olduvai Gorge, Tanzania".

Nature. 327 (6119): 205-209.
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Analyses of limb proportions have indicated a more ape-like
humerofemoral index in OH 62 compared to the Lucy skeleton
(afarensis), B.G., Aiello, L.C. and Wood, B.A., Early hominin limp

proportions, J. Human Evolution 43:530-531, 2002.
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the estimated brachial proportion, due to a relatively long forearm,
exceeded that of modern humans, being more consistent with that of

australopithecines and chimpanzees.

Haeusler, M. and McHenry, H.M., Body proportions of Homo habilis

reviewed, J. Human Evolution 46:460, 2004.
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Partially pieced together from more than 300 fragments, this tiny
skeleton permitted an estimate of body proportions which revealed
that this hominid had very long arms compared to its legs, like Lucy

and African apes.
ibid. page 176
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The remains from three skeletons stacked on top of each other

demonstrated australopithecine-like body
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Because of this, as well as similarities in dental adaptations, Wood
and biological anthropologist Mark Collard suggested moving the

species to Australopithecus in 1999

Wood, B.; Collard, M. (1999). 'The Human Genus'. Science. 284

(5411): 65-71.

Miller J. M. A. (2000). "Craniofacial variation in Homo habilis: an
analysis of the evidence for multiple species'. American Journal of

Physical Anthropology. 112 (1): 103-128.



Tobias, P. V. (1991). "The species Homo habilis: example of a

premature discovery'. Annales Zoologici Fennici. 28 (3—4): 371-380.

Collard, Mark; Wood, Bernard (2015). 'Defining the Genus Homo".

Handbook of Paleoanthropology. pp. 2107-2144.

Llaf dlua) o il johil) g loldy adlgall 33) (e g9 Cuaug) gt alga Aa ad )2a
dald g adgall Jols ¢ AlSlly Ja Sl glyiea) 1S Andil \gd) Jolb o) k) oSl
DA) gl Bl Gag ulila gagell Jauly g3 allie gd Al L Baagl) duiat) g3y

(Cromi))B) uSin gl i)

The estimated height is very small, maybe about 105 c¢m (3'5"), and
the arms are very long in proportion to the legs. These are
australopithecine traits, and in fact the skeletal bones are very similar
to those of Lucy. This find is significant because it is the only fossil

in which limb bones have been securely assigned to habilis.
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Am J Phys Anthropol. 1990 Sep;83(1):25-33.

Deconstructing reconstruction: the OH 62 humerofemoral index.

On the other hand, the predicted distribution for the humerofemoral
index of AL 288-1 is more securely placed between the distributions

for Homo and Pan paniscus.
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The small size and rather primitive attributes have led some experts
(Richard Leakey among them) to propose excluding H. habilis from

the genus Homo, and renaming as "Australopithecus habilis."

Miller, J.M.A. (2000), "Craniofacial variation in Homo habilis: an
analysis of the evidence for multiple species’, American Journal of

Physical Anthropology 112(1): p. 103-128.
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Johanson, D.C. ef a/, New partial skeleton of Homo habilis from

Olduvai Gorge, Tanzania, Nature 327:208, 1987.
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Based on the fragmentary skeletons OH 62 (presumed female) and
KNM-ER 3735 (presumed male), H. habilis body anatomy has
generally been considered to have been more apelike than even that
of the earlier A. afarensis and consistent with an at least partially

arboreal lifestyle in the trees as is assumed in australopithecines.

Will, M.; Stock, J. T. (2015). "Spatial and temporal variation of body

size among early Homo". Journal of Human Evolution. 82: 15-33.

Lals

The arms of H. habilis and australopithecines have generally been
considered to have been proportionally long and so adapted for

climbing and swinging



Haeusler, M.; McHenry, H. (2007). "Evolutionary reversals of limb
proportions in early hominids? evidence from KNM-ER 3735 (Homo

habilis)'. Journal of Human Evolution. 53 (4): 385-405.
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Will, M.; Stock, J. T. (2015). "Spatial and temporal variation of body
size among early Homo'. Journal of Human Evolution. 82: 15-33.
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Ruff, C. (2009). 'Relative Limb Strength and Locomotion in Homo
habilis'. American Journal of Physical Anthropology. 138 (1): 90-100.
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Lewin, R., Human Evolution: An lllustrated Infroduction, Fifth Edition,
Blackwell Publishing, Malden, MA, p. 141, 2005.
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The discovery of OH 62 has added to the confusion surrounding the

diversity in early Homo.
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M. H. Day & B. A. Wood (1968). 'Functional Affinities of the Olduvai
Hominid 8 Talus'. Man. New Series. Royal Anthropological Institute of

Great Britain and Ireland. 3 (3): 440—455.
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By this time, the feet of early humans had a modern-type arch.
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fibula

tibia
talus

(ankle bone) talus (ankle bone)

metatarsals

calcaneus (heel bone)

phalanges
cuneiforms
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Thus the hypothesis of a divergent first ray in the OH 8 assemblage,
proposed in Kidd et al (1996), is now refuted, and neither fossil

assemblage are thought to have this characteristic.
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Dorsal view of the Luangwa talus (a) compared to modern Homo sapiens (b), OH 8 Homo habilis (c) and Pan
troglodytes (d)
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Essentially, the lateral side (i.e. the outside of the foot) contains

human-like. Specifically, the cuboid (laterally) is human-like, and the

medial cuneiform (medially), is human-like.
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Do you see the tooth marks on this ankle bone? Their shape and
pattern are similar to those made by modern crocodiles. The back
part of the heel bone is bitten off, too. A lake with crocodiles was
located not far from where this early human lived. He or she may

have been drinking from the lake at the wrong time.
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