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This right temporal bone, or ear region, from a 2.4-million-year-old
skull may represent the earliest population of the genus Homo - the

lineage to which our species belongs.
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- and Homo lineages.
Timeline of hominin evolution
Different members of Australopithecus and Homo overlapped in time with one another for
gatif nearly one million years. !
' Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.



Characterising early Homo: cladistic, morphological and metrical

analyses of the original Plio—Pleistocene specimens January 2005
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http://www.drghaly.com/articles/display/14551
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Stw 53 a9 caluld gaggll dujis

South Africa’s Lii 8l Gisis (e ey Cilijis Ll A CAEIS) 4j8a0) ola

a 1976 4iu Alun Hughes _was (sl dauls: Sterkfontein Caves
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palaeomagnetic éliialagulllls

Herries, A.l.R., Shaw, J. 2011. Palaeomagnetic analysis of the
Sterkfontein palaeocave deposits; age implications for the hominin

fossils and stone tool industries. J. Human Evolution 60, 523-539.

Herries, A.l.R., Hopley, P., Adams, J., Curnoe, D., Maslin, M. 2010.
Geochronology and palaeoenvironments of the South African early

hominin bearing sites. Am. J. Phys. Anthrop. 143, 640-646.
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As noted by Cartmill and Smith, paleoanthropologist Milford Wolpoff

‘asserts that Stw 53 most closely resembles A. africanus specimens

from Sterkfontein Member 4 in such features as its shallow



mandibular fossa, the form of its mastoid region, its vault shape as

seen from rear, and the presence of anterior pillars in its face’.

Cartmill, M. and Smith, F.H., The Human Lineage, Wiley—-Blackwell,

New Jersey, p. 231, 2009.
OISR (gl ga 53 (0 i L) clalad) cra LS JIB Vgl
Berger, L.R. and Hilton—-Barber, B., In the Footsteps of Eve: The

Mystery of Human Origins, Adenture Press, National Geographic,

Washington, D.C., pp. 239-240, 2000.

Curnoe, D. 2010, "A review of early Homo in southern Africa focusing
on cranial, mandibular and dental remains, with the description of a
new species (Homo gautengensis sp. nov.)." HOMO - Journal of

Comparative Human Biology, vol.61 pp.151-177.
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Kuman and Clarke list several major morphological traits of Stw 53
that they believe warrant its inclusion in the genus Australopithecus,
including an estimated cranial capacity in the Australopithecus range,
teeth that are very large (typical of Australopithecus), a nasal skeleton
‘flattened as in the apes and in Ausfralopithecus’, and a braincase
that ‘is frontally narrow and restricted’ (typical of Australopithecus

africanus, for example, specimen Sts 5—nicknamed ‘Mrs Ples’).

Kuman, K. and Clarke, R.J., Stratigraphy, artefact industries and
hominid associations for Sterkfontein, Member 5, J. Hum. Evol.,
38:827-847, 2000; p. 841.
oabnlgl) ) (gl in) Wgilia IS (8 (Gl danad |gaady 13Lald
lule (3l Loyt GLuly dlilly dasandl Jia zoags sasel) 08 Lgilia CDUAY Ganlly
Homo gautengensis sy s aud

Curnoe, D., A review of early Homo in southern Africa focusing on

cranial, mandibular and dental remains, with the description of a new



species (Homo gautengensis sp. Nov.), HOMO-J. Comp. Hum. Biol.,

61:151-177, 2010; pp 171-172.
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Computed tomography (CT) scans of the bony labyrinth of the inner
ear have shown that the semicircular canal dimensions in the crania

of Stw 53 ‘relied less on bipedal behaviour than the

australopithecines’.

Spoor, F., Wood, B. and Zonneveld, F., Implications of early hominid
labyrinthine morphology for evolution of human bipedal locomotion,

Nature 369:648, 1994.
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http://creation.com/fossil-evidence-for-alleged-apemenpart-1-the-genus-homo#f23
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Tattersall, |I. and Schwartz, J.H., Extinct Humans, Westview Press,

New York, p. 113, 2001
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The article by Owen states that “Compared with modern humans, the
new species had proportionally long arms, a projecting face

somewhat like a chimp’s, larger teeth, and a smaller brain

Owen, J., Oldest Human Species Found: May Have Been Cannibal?
26 May 2010 (Available at
<news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2010/05/100526-science-

homo-gautengensis—human-species/>, 30 May 2010).
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No stone tools were associated with the Stw 53 fossil cranium.

.Kuman, K. and Clarke, R.J., Stratigraphy, artefact industries and
hominid associations for Sterkfontein, Member 5, J. Hum. Evol.,

38:827-847, 2000; p. 832.
(Aiydy) cilgaly Lganhads alg lguadic o cilgal aladiad JB) aag (!
No stone tools were associated with the fossil but StW 53 itself has

evidence for stone tool cut—-marks.

Pickering, T.R.; Clarke, R.J.; Heaton, J.L. (2004). "'The Context of Stw
573, an early hominid skull and skeleton from Sterkfontein M2:

taphonomy and palaeoenvironment'. J. Hum. Evol. (46): 277-295.
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Herries, A.l.R., Shaw, J. 2011. Palaeomagnetic analysis of the
Sterkfontein palaeocave deposits; age implications for the hominin

fossils and stone tool industries. J. Human Evolution 60, 523-539.
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This leads to an important point. The view that if the australopiths
were only apes then they would show no humanlike traits is a false

hypothesis, used by some evolutionists to set up a straw man of the

creationist position that they can then easily falsify (that is, any



humanlike characteristics are used as evidence that australopiths

were intermediates between apes and humans,)

Senter, P., Were Australopithecines Ape—Human Intermediates or Just
Apes? A Test of Both Hypotheses Using the “Lucy” Skeleton, The

American Biology Teacher, 72(2):70-76, 2010; p. 70.
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“Assuming A. sediba co—existed with the new early human species,
then A. sedibais ‘less likely to be the ancestor of humans’ than its
proponents say it is—it’s simply too late in the fossil record, Curnoe

argued.”



Owen, J., Oldest Human Species Found: May Have Been Cannibal?
26 May 2010 (Available at
<news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2010/05/100526-science-

homo-gautengensis—human-species/>, 30 May 2010).

o5kl (8 o dajdall o () dasg ddajpaS bt uSiuglh i) Of (saiba gars JB U
Je 38 b i gagh unl 98 (ululd dule Ly oo ad e (uSinglliul) o

Sduslin)

Paleontologist Fred Spoor is stated as noting that “the A. sediba team
had argued that Stw 53 is a more primitive skull than that of A.
sediba. In other words, H. gautengensis may not be human at all but

an apelike australopithecine.”

Spoor, F., Wood, B. and Zonneveld, F., Implications of early hominid
labyrinthine morphology for evolution of human bipedal locomotion,

Nature, 369:645-648, 1994; p. 648.
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http://www.drghaly.com/articles/display/15037

The most common ‘neat’ story of human evolution has
australopithecines (such as ‘Lucy’) evolving into Homo habilis, which
evolves into Homo erectus, which evolves into Homo sapiens.
Australopithecines have no clear connection to humans, but
museums, popular articles and text-books for schools and
universities commonly claimed that Homo habilis linked them with
humans (Homo erectus and Homo sapiens). While one camp of
paleontologists argued that Homo habilis was not a valid taxon, being
a waste bin of mixed ape and human fossil bits, other evolutionists
clung to H. habilis as being valid. Now even those who still claim it
was valid are putting it aside. That effectively leaves a gaping hole in
the story of human evolution, with nothing left to link humans with

apes.

Philip Bell Homo habilis hacked from the family tree 14 September

2007
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Wood, B. and Collard, M., The changing face of genus Homo, Evol.

Anthropol., 8:195-207, 1999; p. 204.

Tattersall, |., The Fossil Trail: How We Know What We Think We
Know about Human Evolution, Second Edition, Oxford University

Press, New York, pp. 271-274, 279, 2009.
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Line, P., Fossil evidence for alleged apemen—Part 1: the genus

Homo, J. Creation, 19(1):22-32, 2005; pp- 22-24.
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‘Homo habilis never gave rise to Homo erectus. These discoveries

have completely changed the story.’

Cocks, T., Ancient human fossils show women much smaller,
Reuters.com, 25 August, 2007,
<www.reuters.com/article/scienceNews/idUSL(0980963720070809>,

last accessed 25 August, 2007.
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‘On the far end of the Homo erectus time continuum, Homo erectus is
contemporary with Homo habilis for 500,000 years. In fact, Homo

erectus overlaps the entire Homo habilis population’ ...

Lubenow, M., Bones of contention: A creationist assessment of

human fossils, Baker Books, Grand Rapids, pp. 119, 2004.
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The marked size differences could lead some to conclude that they

represented different species or even genera.

Reader, John, Missing Links, p. 232, Collins, 1981.
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