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Josephus. The Wars of the Jews.

Josephus. Antiquities of the Jews.



Pliny the Elder. Historia Naturalis
Philo. Quod Omnis Probus Liber

Philo. De Vita Contemplativa
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Had devoted themselves to the service of God at the door of the tabernacle,
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Exodus 38:8

> sn The word for "serve’ is not the ordinary word to be used. It means 'to serve
in a host," especially in a war. It appears that women were organized into bands
and served at the tent of meeting. Driver thinks that this meant "'no doubt'
washing, cleaning, or repairing (p. 391). But there is no hint of that (see
1Sa_2:22; and see Psa_68:11 ([BHS] Psa_68:12 Hebrew text). They seem to
have more to do than what Driver said.
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“ai 8¢ katakAeloTol TOV TapBevwy” or “the shut up ones of the

virgins.”
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Here are virgins that are shut up. In the Greek it is “oii 6¢ katdkAgloTOL TOV

mapBevwy” or “the shut up ones of the virgins.” In this passage the Holy Spirit

refers not to all the virgins of Jerusalem, but to a special set of virgins, that is,



those virgins who had the privilege and right to be in the presence of the High
Priest and address him. It’s rather ridiculous to think that young girls would have
general access to the High Priest of Israel. However, if these virgins had a
special liturgical role at the Temple, it becomes clear that they would both
address the High Priest Onias and would also be featured as an essential part of

the intense supplication in the Temple at this moment of crisis.
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“The veil of the Temple was a palm-length in width. It was woven with seventy—
two smooth stitches each made of twenty—four threads. The length was of forty
cubits and the width of twenty cubits. Eighty—-two virgins wove it. Two veils were

made each year and three hundred priests were needed to carry it to the pool”

(/I///shna Shekalim §, 5—6).
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Jos. BJ 5.199; m.

Sukkah 5:4.
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“women who made the veils for the Temple...baked the showbread...prepared the

incense”

(Babylonian Talmud Kethuboth 106a).
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“the virgins who were weaving threw themselves in the flames”
(Pesikta Rabbati 26, 6).
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Here we also learn that these virgins lived in the three—storey building inside the

Temple area.

Did Jewish Temple Virgins Exist and was Mary a Temple Virgin? by Dr Taylor

Marshall
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The cloisters of the Temple Virgins on the north side of the Temple

(Emmerich’s Life of the Blessed Virgin Mary 3, 5).
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“And you virgins who weave byssus and silk, and gold from Ophir, in haste pick it
all up and throw it in the fire that it will return it to its Author, and that the flame

will take it back to its Creator, from fear that the enemy might seize it”

(2 Baruch 10:19).
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"but for those that were in their flourishing age, and who might be useful to them,

they drove them together into the temple, and shut them up within the walls of the
court of the women; over which Caesar set one of his freed—men, as also Fronto,
one of his own friends; which last was to determine every one's fate, according to

his merits."

Wars of the Jews, Book 6, in narrating the Romans' destruction of the city
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Thus the widow Anna, without intermission praying and watching, persevered in

deserving well of God, as it is written in the | Gospel: "She departed not," it says,

'"from the temple, serving with fastings and prayers night and day."

Cyprian Treatise IV On the Lord's Prayer
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not depart from the temple. She evidently had her living quarters on the temple
grounds. There would have been several such dwelling places for priests in the

outer court, and Anna must have been allowed to live there permanently because

of her unusual status as a prophetess.
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