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connected with the notorious poverty of the Christians in Palestine (cf. Galatians 2
Recent scholars have plausibly maintained that the term did not originally designate
any heretical sect, but merely the orthodox Jewish Christians of Palestine who
continued to observe the Mosaic Law. These, ceasing to be in touch with the bulk of

the Christian world, would gradually have drifted away from the standard of orthodoxy
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and St. Epiphanius of Constantia. The Ebionite movement may have arisen
about the time of the destruction of the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem (AD

70). Its members evidently left Palestine to avoid persecution and settled in

Transjordan (notably at Pella) and Syria and were later known to be in Asia

Minor and Egypt. The sect seems to have existed into the 4th century.
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Skarsaune, Oskar (2007). "The Ebionites". In Skarsaune,

Oskar; Hvalvik, Reidar (eds.). Jewish Believers in Jesus
(PDF). Hendrickson Publishers. pp. 419-62.
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Constantine was the first emperor to stop the persecution of

Christians and to legalize Christianity, along with all other

religions/cults in the Roman Empire.
Barnes, Constantine and Eusebius, 28.
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