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The Piltdown hoax is perhaps the most famous
paleoanthropological hoax ever to have been perpetrated.
It is prominent for two reasons: the attention paid to the
issue of human evolution, and the length of time (more
than 40 years) that elapsed from its discovery to its full
exposure as a forgery.
O oY) (42 LA e g galld) (B S ) dagad el LS () gaily danad
) (4 40 (0 AS)) Bl Jghg ¢ pdadl gl Alsa (A Ay alaia¥) claa,
Sl 938l cads LgALEIS) (fpa Cusadll



al Ad) S ) i) ghaly Ada) 392 g3 (o sadiBy (i il A (Y Lgde CalS |agle
Sbead¥) ) gkl dana) g o 2 g3 Ad) (SN plad 8 g Gleadl) ) ghalil ALY 2 99 ¥ g
Gl Jaa pamadd A lad o claalad) (ra S s L) g zaua (1913 a3 (Gl g
il (oo i g 1 2 ) gl g Gl ) phal il iy e Gl ciling byl g
M\u\dl.@.ul\ \M&Méﬂ\uﬁuﬂumu\wjuﬁ\u&\mdhaﬂ
Jlay dzale u‘eﬁ S ) e Lglia Ay i ) 85380 ol agd) 0 g Jlall g B gl g
o GBI e Juaa 3 ) 9399 Ad) Aapd () Jaay s A) (gmagla Jla B gy S

(A g pag Cufla S okl Lgdd Ly 80 Aol s g 33 1A ) (6) Lgaes:
AR8a gl (S Aie ) ghall) LgBLEIS) dry g (S



Joi (bl o Ul Cdata pBga (e g
In 1912, the scene was set for Piltdown. The theory of
evolution was still relatively new and not everyone
wanted to believe that humans were descended from
apes.
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Before Piltdown
1856The first fossils recognised as Neanderthal are
discovered in Germany.
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1858 Darwin and Wallace's paper on natural selection
Is presented to the Linnean Society.

1859 Darwin publishes On the Origin of Species.

1864 Smith Woodward and Dawson are born within 8

months of each other.
1871 Darwin publishes The Descent of Man, his book

on human evolution.
1891 The first Homo erectus fossil known as Java

Man, is found in Java, Indonesia.
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1907 The first Homo heidelbergensis fossil is
discovered near Heidelberg, Germany.
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Piltdown Man, 1912

The evidence:
»~ a piece of jaw
» two molar teeth

» a piece of skull lllustrated
The confident interpretation: London News
500,000—1,000,000 years old samd 28 uﬁ
“no possible doubt but that they 1912

represent, ... a man who must be:
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