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CT scans of the bony labyrinth of the inner ear, in the few erectus
specimens examined (OH 9, Sangiran 2 and 4), have indicated a

modern—human morphology, reflecting human locomotion.

Spoor, F., Wood, B. and Zonneveld, F., Implications of early hominid
labyrinthine morphology for evolution of human bipedal locomotion,

Nature 369: pp. 645-648, 1994.
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The skull morphology and the limb proportions of KNM-WT 15000,
specifically the humerofemoral and brachial index, resembled modern

humans.

Richmond, B.G., Aiello, L.C. and Wood, B.A., Early hominin limp

proportions, J. Human Evolution 43: pp. 534-542, 2002.
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According to Lewin the information gathered from the Nariokotome
boy skeleton indicates that the erectus postcranium ‘is similar to that
of modern humans, but more robust and heavily muscled’, which

‘implies routine heavy physical exertion.’

Lewin, R., Human Evolution: An lllustrated Introduction, Fifth Edition,

Blackwell Publishing, Malden, MA, p. 163, 2005.
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Generally considered to have been the first species to have expanded

beyond Africa,
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It has been suggested that H. erectus may have been the first hominid

to use rafts to travel over oceans.

Gibbons, Ann (13 March 1998). “Paleoanthropology: Ancient Island
Tools Suggest Homo erectus Was a Seafarer”. Science 279 (5357):

1635-1637.
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Sodera, V., One small Speck to Man, pp. 441-443.
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Homo erectus may have been a sailor -
and able to speak

A new theory suggests that Homo erectus was able to create
seagoing vessels - and must have used linguage to sail successiully

Nicola Davis in
Austin

v

They had bodies similar to modern humans, could make wols, and were

passibly the first 1o cook. Now one expert is arguing that Homo erectus might

have been a mariner - complete with sailing lingo.
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Torres Stralt islanders on a bamboo raft, 1906
Eacyslopedia of New Zeland

Pesse Dugout Canoe
~ 8,000 BCE

Found in Holland Ethiopian Tankwa (Wikimedia)
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Wrangham, Richard (2009). Catching Fire. Basic Books.
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Sodera, V., One small Speck to Man, pp. 441-443.
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East African sites, such as Chesowanja near Lake Baringo, Koobi
Fora, and Olorgesailie in Kenya, show some possible evidence that
fire was utilized by early humans. At Chesowanja, archaeologists

found red clay sherds dated to be 1.42 Mya.
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Reheating on these sherds show that the clay must have been heated

to 400 °C (752 °F) to harden. At Koobi Fora, sites FxJjzoE and FxJj50

show evidence of control of fire by Homo erectus at 1.5 Mya, with the



reddening of sediment that can only come from heating at 200-400

°C (392-752 °F).

James, Steven R. (February 1989). “Hominid Use of Fire in the Lower
and Middle Pleistocene: A Review of the Evidence”. Current
Anthropology (University of Chicago Press) 30 (1): 1-26.

Doi:10.1086/203705. Retrieved 2012-04-04.
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A “hearth-like depression” exists at a site in Olorgesailie, Kenya.

Some microscopic charcoal was found,
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Pringle, Heather (2 April 2012), Quest for Fire Began Earlier Than
Thought, ScienceNOW (American Association for the Advancement of

Science), retrieved 2012-04-04
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Mithen, Steven (2006). The Singing Neanderthals,
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How well did Homo erectus master the control of fire and how
widespread was fire used? What does this say about possible dietary

shifts in this species?
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Hazarika, Manji (16-30 June 2007). “Homo erectus/ergaster and Out
of Africa: Recent Developments in Paleoanthropology and Prehistoric

Archaeology."

Klein, R. (1999). The Human Career: Human Biological and Cultural

Origins. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
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Suwa G; Asfaw B; Haile—Selassie Y; White T; Katoh S; WoldeGabriel

G; Hart W; Nakaya H; Beyene Y (2007). “Early Pleistocene Homo



erectus fossils from Konso, southern Ethiopia”. Anthropological

Science 115 (2): 133.

Switek, Brian (17 October 2013). “Beautiful Skull Spurs Debate on

Human History”. National Geographic. Retrieved 22 September 2014.
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H. erectus was probably the first hominid to live in small, familiar

band-societies similar to modern hunter—gatherer band-societies.

Boehm, Christopher (1999). Hierarchy in the forest: the evolution of

egalitarian 14agittal14. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. P. 198.
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