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From the Supplementary Text S1 accompanying Lordkipanidze et al.,
“A Complete Skull from Dmanisi, Georgia, and the Evolutionary

Biology of Early Homo™.
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Lordkipanidze, David; Ponce de Ledn, Marcia S.; Margvelashvili, Ann;
Rak, Yoel; Rightmire, G. Philip; Vekua, Abesalom; Zollikofer,
Christoph P. E. (2013). "A Complete Skull from Dmanisi, Georgia, and

the Evolutionary Biology of Early Homo". Science. 342 (6156): 326—

331.
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The upper body bones are not as complete, but some features of the
shoulder blades and collar bones suggested to Lordkipanidze et al

that the Dmanisi hominids might possibly have been more

australopith-like than human-like in the upper limbs.

Lordkipanidze, D., Jashashvili, T., Vekua, A., Ponce de Leon, M. S.,
Zollikofer, C. P., Rightmire, G. P. et al. (2007): Postcranial evidence

from early Homo from Dmanisi, Georgia. Nature, 449:305-310.
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Estimated limb-length proportions are as ape-like as

Australopithecus afarensis.

Wood, B. (Editor), Wiley—-Blackwell Encyclopedia of Human Evolution,

Wiley—-Blackwell, West Sussex, UK, pp. 568-569, 2011.
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“living nearly a million and a half years after Lucy, the OH62 animal

was more ape-like in form than she.”

Stanley, S.M., Children of the Ice Age: How a Global Catastrophe
Allowed Humans to Evolve, W.H. Freeman and Company, New York,

p.- 196,
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John Noble Wilford, “Skull Fossil Suggests Simpler Human Lineage,”

The New York Times, October 17, 2013
2 g Adanan 1agls Qg ) e Ol OIS Ad) (A juda 138

Wl zgags U (s (salliy (ubilag sllicd ga han 4ol ,lly ilijial) 024 AAale
ph A8y saaa by DS \gule llg D2280 dases i e Lasd oda 13) 33 Al

bl g GuSiaiglliuly Sl ga 4LET BB il s

58 LBl a8 (sll) o) sleal oSy okl duad aa Yan Ladlad ol s pudag 34y
O LaS L@l B glS ld g shaill Jalyag As Cigala 1.5 (pa dally (iS1)) sasg)

0y AY JUa Jusw Ao palal)

Lahr, M.M., 2010. “Saharan Corridors and Their Role in the
Evolutionary Geography of ‘Out of Africa I’”. In: A. Baden et al.
(Eds.), Out of Africa I: The First Hominin Colonization of Eurasia.

Springer Netherlands, 27-46.
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It has always been thought that the first hominid to leave Africa was
Homo erectus (or ergaster), and that this had happened after erectus
had attained the modern body shape and full adaptation to bipedality

shown in the Turkana Boy fossil.

The discovery of the Dmanisi skulls, particularly D2700, raises the
possibility, suggested by Vekua and his colleagues, that the Dmanisi
hominids might have evolved from habilis-like ancestors that had
already left Africa. That in turn would cause re—evaluation of theories

about why hominids first left Africa.
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“The skulls were as variable as African fossils traditionally classified
in three different species—H. erectus, H. habilis, and H. rudolfensis.
If the Dmanisi fossils had been found in separate places in Africa,
they could have been called separate species, Ponce de Leén says.
Lumping them all into H. erectus suggests that the early Homo fossils

in Africa may also belong to that same, single lineage.”

Gibbons, A., Stunning skull gives a fresh portrait of early humans,

Science, 342:297-298, 2013; p. 298
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“Since we see a similar pattern and range of variation in the African
fossil record, it is sensible to assume that there was a single Homo
species at that time in Africa. And since the Dmanisi hominids are so
similar to the African ones, we further assume that they both

represent the same species”,

www.bbc.co.uk/news/science—environment-24564375
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Blow to multiple human species idea

By Melissa Hogenboom

Science reporter, BBC News
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The idea that there were several different human species walking the Related Stori
Earth two million years ago has been dealt a blow. ewdte ores

nstesad. scentists say early human fossils found in Africa and Eurasis may 'Ancient humans' used

have been part of the same species. toothpicks

Scientists find new

Writing in the journal Science, the team says that Homo hsbilis, Homeo human species

rudolfensis and Homo erectus are all part of a single evolving linesge that 28
Human origins story
led to modern humans
takes new tum
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www. huffingtonpost.com/2013/10/17/skull-5-fossil-early—humans-

species n_4117510.html
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“Most of these [African] fossils represent single fragmentary finds

from multiple points in space and geological time of at least 500,000
years,” Zollikofer says. “This ultimately makes it difficult to recognize
variation among species in the African fossils as opposed to variation

within species.
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www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/10/17/skull-5—fossil-early—humans-

species n_4117510.html
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David Lordkipanidze, Marcia S. Ponce de Leon, Ann Margvelashvili,
Yoel Rak, G. Philip Rightmire, Abesalom Vekua, Christoph P. E.
Zollikofer (18 October 2013). “A Complete Skull from Dmanisi,

Georgia, and the Evolutionary Biology of Early Homo”. Science 342

(6156): 326-331.
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Switek, Brian (17 October 2013). “Beautiful Skull Spurs Debate on

Human History”. National Geographic. Retrieved 22 September 2014.
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That controversial position is dividing evolutionists into “lumpers”
and “splitters” and, according to George Washington University
paleoanthropologist Bernard Wood, threatens to “bring the whole . . .

house down”.

News.nationalgeographic.com/news/2013/10/131017-skull-human-

origins—dmanisi—georgia—erectus
paleoanthropologist Bernard Wood 255 )L jagdll 13 J8,
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The essential question the Dmanisi collection raises among
evolutionary paleoanthropologists is whether early Homo evolved
once and developed variations mistakenly designated as many

separate species or evolved in several different forms.
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