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“l think they will be proved right that some of those early African
fossils can reasonably join a variable Homo erectus species. But
Africa is a huge continent with a deep record of the earliest stages of
human evolution, and there certainly seems to have been species—
level diversity there prior to 2 million years ago, so | still doubt that
all of the ‘early Homo’ fossils can reasonably be lumped into an
evolving Homo erectus lineage. We need similarly complete African
fossils from 2 million to 2.5 million years ago to test that idea

properly.”

www. huffingtonpost.com/2013/10/17/skull-5-fossil-early-humans-

species n 4117510.html



http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/10/17/skull-5-fossil-early-humans-species_n_4117510.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/10/17/skull-5-fossil-early-humans-species_n_4117510.html
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The history of human paleontology can be viewed as a relentless
battle between lumpers and splitters. Wikipedia claims Charles Darwin
himself originated the terms in 1857: “(Those who make many
species are the ‘splitters,” and those who make few are the

‘lumpers.’)” It seems only fitting.
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A Complete Skull from Dmanisi, Georgla,
and the Evolutionary Biology of Early Homo,
Lordkipanidze et al., Science magazine, 18 Oct 2013
hitp //www sciencemag org/content/342/6 156/ 326
Computer reconstruction by nhbgv on wikipedia
Licensed under Creative Commons
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Computer reconstruction of the five Dmanisi skulls. D4500 is on the

right. Credit: Marcia Ponce de Leén and Christoph Zollikofer,

University of Zurich, Switzerland



http://blogs.plos.org/onscienceblogs/2013/10/25/human—-evolution—-

at—dmanisi—plus—more—scandal-and—-gossip—in—science—blogging/
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ENOLUTION

Awash in fresh insights, scientists have had to revise
virtually every chapter of the human story

By Kale Wong

Evolution Rewritten, Kate Wong,
Scientific American, September 2014, pg 36
hitp: //www.scienti ficamerican.com/magazine/sa/2014/09-01/

a9 A aSiuglliall) Cpageiall Glud¥) d9aa O pdagi S pal) aglall dlaa (ud 8

duca i) 038 Ciyad BLEISY) Al 40 AS A Glui¥ly JUNLS ) (S

Chgll uii A laa |gdle dalida (ulia) o) oy 13y

Tracing the evolutionary ancestors of Homo sapiens was
once thought to be a relatively straightforward matter
Australopithecus begat Homo erectus, which begat Nean-
dertals, which begat us.

Over the past 40 years fossil finds from East Africa, among
other things, have completely shattered that hypothesis.
The latest evidence shows that several different hominin
species shared the ;\lgxmt at cifferent tumes F!‘_]LJHI\'J oul
how they are all related—and which ones led directly to

Us ||| LU';\ p}|w mnuu | lgl\(\ hll\. (8] "X'L‘Jlix S 1O come.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cretinism
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C. Oxnard et al., “Post-Cranial Skeletons of Hypothyroid Cretins
Show a Similar Anatomical Mosaic as Homo floresiensis,” PLOSONE
5(9):€13018, doi: 10.1371[journal.pone.0013018. And C. Oxnard et
al., “More on the Liang Bua finds and modern human cretins,”
Journal of Comparative Human Biology 63 (27 October 2012): 407-

412, doi: 10.1016/j.jchb.2012.09.005.
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“It is remarkable that so many features similar to those normally
present in great apes, in Australopithecus and Paranthropus, and in
early Homo (e.g., H. erectus and even to some degree, H.
neanderthalensis) but not in modern H. sapiens are generated in
humans by growth deficits due to the absence of thyroid hormone. In
other words, many of the pathological features of cretinism mimic the
primitive characters of evolution making it easy to mistake
pathological features for primitive characters. The differences can be

disentangled by understanding the underlying biology of characters.”

Oxnard, C., Ghostly Muscles, Wrinkled Brains, Heresies and Hobbits,

World Scientific, Singapore, p. 342, 2008.
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“large jaw compared with the rest of the skull” has been documented

in one cretin skull (Dolega),



.Oxnard, C., Ghostly Muscles, Wrinkled Brains, Heresies and Hobbits,

World Scientific, Singapore, p. 320-321, 2008.
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Oxnard, C., Obendorf, P.J., Kefford, B.J. and Dennison, J., More on
the Liang Bua finds and modern human cretins, HOMO—Journal of

Comparative Human Biology, 63:410, 2012.
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D4500/D2600 combines a small braincase (546 cubic centimeters)
with a large prognathic face and exhibits close morphological

affinities with the earliest known Homo fossils from Africa.

Lordkipanidze, D., Ponce de Ledon, M.S., et al., A complete skull from
Dmanisi, Georgia, and the evolutionary biology of early Homo,

Science, 342:326, 2013.
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They should instead be lumped in with the australopithecines,

possibly as the same species as Australopithecus sediba,

Line, P., Sorting early Homo, Journal of Creation, 27(1):13-15, 2013.
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