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‘Rare’ Seals Dating to Era of First
Temple Discovered in Jerusalem

Heather Llark o NTVnRen
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JERUSALEM — An archaeological dig in Jerusalem has
uncovered two rare seals that date back to the era of the
first temple, built by the biblical King Solomon.

The Israeli Antiquities Authority announced the finds on
Monday, which were discovered in the Givati Brigade
parking lot, 2 major archaeological site.

The two seals, inscribed in semi-precious stones, bear the
names Elihana bat Gael and Sa'aryahu ben
Shabenyahu—the first of which is believed to be a woman
as the translation would read “Elihana, daughter of Gael.”
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Eilat Mazar of The Hebrew University told reporters.

“The dating of the seal corresponds to the historical period of the
Jebusites and the conquest of Jerusalem by King David, as well as
the construction of the temple and the royal official compound by his

son, King Solomon,” it said.

The seal served as confirmation of the Bible’s historical descriptions
of King David, King Solomon, and the temple, as some archaeologists
have claimed that the temple’s construction and Jerusalem’s

expansion did not occur when the Bible stated.

“Recent finds from other excavations, including the Ophel (south of
the Temple Mount), the City of David, as well as those from the

Temple Mount Sifting Project, weaken the minimalists theories and



indicate that the descriptions found within the biblical text relating to

expansion of Jerusalem may, in fact, be authentic,” the Sifting

Project’s leaders said.
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Discovery of ‘Astonishing’
Fortification From Solomon’s
T'me Conﬁrms Blbllcal History
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TIMNA VALLEY, Israel — Archaeologists have
discovered a 3,000-year-old military fortification in Israel
that dates to the reign of King Solomon and provides
evidence that the biblical king ruled over an advanced,
wealthy Kingdom.

Wiiting in “The Joumal of Archaeological Science:
Reports,” a team of researchers from Tel Aviv University
describe recent findings from Israel's Timna Valley,
which is located in far southem Israel. Thanks to its
exceptionally dry climate, many ancient structures and
artifacts dating to Bible times have been exquisitely
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“The Journal of Archaeological Science: Reports,” a team of
researchers from Tel Aviv University describe recent findings from
Israel’s Timna Valley, which is located in far southern Israel. Thanks
to its exceptionally dry climate, many ancient structures and artifacts

dating to Bible times have been exquisitely preserved there.

Archaeologists have discovered a 3,000-year—old military
fortification in Israel that dates to the reign of King Solomon and
provides evidence that the biblical king ruled over an advanced,

wealthy kingdom.
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BREAKINGISRAELNEWS
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GATES OF SOLOMON'S DESERT FORTRESS,
DESCRIBED IN 1 KINGS, UNCOVERED IN
ISRAEL

“And all of Shlomo’s garrison towns, chariot towns.

‘ ‘ and cavalry towns—everything that Shiomo set his
heart on building in Yerushalayim and in the Lebanon,
and throughout the territory that he ruled,” (1 Kings
9:19)
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An aerial view of the excavatations at Tamar. {Israel Antiguities Authority)
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Gold bead, apparently lost on
Temple Mount 3,000 years
ago, found by 9-year-old

When Binyamin Milt uncovered the bead as he sifted earth for Temple
Mount Sifting Project, it was so well-preserved that archaeologists
initially didn't realize its unique nature

By AMANDA BORSCHEL-DAN 0 o @ @ 1 2'91 2
26 November 2020, 7:20 pm N 9 shares

A first ever First Temple-era gold granule bead was discovered during wet
sifting of earth from the Temple Mount by a nine-year-old. Jerusalemite
Binyamin Milt uncovered the perfectly preserved minute cylinder, created
by four layers of tiny gold balls.
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Project co-director Zachi Dvira said that what makes this unique find
even more curious is that it is extremely rare to find gold jewelry

outside of graves or treasure troves.
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