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Chapter XXVIIl.--Texts Explained; Eleventhly, Mark xiii. 32 and Luke
ii. 52 Arian explanation of the former text is against the Regula Fidei;
and against the context. Our Lord said He was ignorant of the Day, by
reason of His human nature. If the Holy Spirit knows the Day,

therefore the Son knows; if the Son knows the Father, therefore He



knows the Day; if He has all that is the Father's, therefore knowledge
of the Day; if in the Father, He knows the Day in the Father; if He
created and upholds all things, He knows when they will cease to be.
He knows not as Man, argued from Matt. xxiv. 42. As He asked about
Lazarus's grave, &c., yet knew, so He knows; as S. Paul says,
‘whether in the body | know not," &c., yet knew, so He knows. He
said He knew not for our profit, that we be not curious (as in Acts i.
7, where on the contrary He did not say He knew not). As the
Almighty asks of Adam and of Cain, yet knew, so the Son knows [as
God]. Again, He advanced in wisdom also as man, else He made
Angels perfect before Himself. He advanced, in that the Godhead was

manifested in Him more fully as time went on.
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42. These things being so, come let us now examine into "But of that
day and that hour knoweth no man, neither the Angels of God, nor
the Son [3097] ;' for being in great ignorance as regards these words,
and being stupefied [3098] about them, they think they have in them

an important argument for their heresy. But I, when the heretics



allege it and prepare themselves with it, see in them the giants [3099]
again fighting against God. For the Lord of heaven and earth, by
whom all things were made, has to litigate before them about day and
hour; and the Word who knows all things is accused by them of
ignorance about a day; and the Son who knows the Father is said to
be ignorant of an hour of a day; now what can be spoken more
contrary to sense, or what madness can be likened to this? Through
the Word all things have been made, times and seasons and night
and day and the whole creation; and is the Framer of all said to be
ignorant of His work? And the very context of the lection shews that
the Son of God knows that hour and that day, though the Arians fall

headlong in their ignorance.
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For after saying, nor the Son,' He relates to the disciples what
precedes the day, saying, This and that shall be, and then the end.’
But He who speaks of what precedes the day, knows certainly the day
also, which shall be manifested subsequently to the things foretold.
But if He had not known the hour, He had not signified the events
before it, as not knowing when it should be. And as any one, who, by
way of pointing out a house or city to those who were ignorant of it,
gave an account of what comes before the house or city, and having
described all, said, 'Then immediately comes the city or the house,’
would know of course where the house or the city was (for had he not
known, he had not described what comes before lest from ignorance
he should throw his hearers far out of the way, or in speaking he

should unawares go beyond the object), so the Lord saying what



precedes that day and that hour, knows exactly, nor is ignorant, when

the hour and the day are at hand.

43 Now why it was that, though He knew, He did not tell His disciples

plainly at that time, no one may be curious
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concerning Himself in His human character, "Father, the hour is
come, glorify Thy Son [3106] ,' it is plain that He knows also the hour

of the end of all things
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[3100] where He has been silent; for ‘'Who hath known the mind of
the Lord, or who hath been His counsellor [3101] ?' but why, though
He knew, He said, 'no, not the Son knows,' this | think none of the
faithful is ignorant, viz. that He made this as those other declarations
as man by reason of the flesh. For this as before is not the Word's
deficiency [3102] , but of that human nature [3103] whose property it
is to be ignorant. And this again will be well seen by honestly
examining into the occasion, when and to whom the Saviour spoke
thus. Not then when the heaven was made by Him, nor when He was
with the Father Himself, the Word “disposing all things [3104] ,' nor
before He became man did He say it, but when 'the Word became
flesh [3105] ." On this account it is reasonable to ascribe to His
manhood everything which, after He became man, He speaks

humanly.

For it is proper to the Word to know what was made, nor be ignorant
either of the beginning or of the end of these (for the works are His),
and He knows how many things He wrought, and the limit of their
consistence. And knowing of each the beginning and the end, He
knows surely the general and common end of all. Certainly when He
says in the Gospel concerning Himself in His human character,
‘Father, the hour is come, glorify Thy Son [3106] ,' it is plain that He
knows also the hour of the end of all things, as the Word, though as
man He is ignorant of it, for ignorance is proper to man [3107] , and
especially ignorance of these things. Moreover this is proper to the

Saviour's love of man; for since He was made man, He is not



ashamed, because of the flesh which is ignorant [3108] , to say 'l
know not,' that He may shew that knowing as God, He is but ignorant
according to the flesh [3109] . And therefore He said not, 'no, not the
Son of God knows,' lest the Godhead should seem ignorant, but
simply, 'no, not the Son,’ that the ignorance might be the Son's as

born from among men.

44. On this account, He alludes to the Angels, but He did not go
further and say, "not the Holy Ghost;' but He was silent, with a
double intimation; first that if the Spirit knew, much more must the
Word know, considered as the Word, from whom the Spirit receives
[3110] ; and next by His silence about the Spirit, He made it clear,
that He said of His human ministry, 'no, not the Son." And a proof of
it is this; that, when He had spoken humanly [3111] 'No, not the Son
knows,' He yet shews that divinely He knew all things. For that Son
whom He declares not to know the day, Him He declares to know the
Father; for 'No one,' He says, "knoweth the Father save the Son
[3112] .' And all men but the Arians would join in confessing, that He
who knows the Father, much more knows the whole of the creation;
and in that whole, its end. And if already the day and the hour be
determined by the Father, it is plain that through the Son are they

determined, and He
Page 744

knows Himself what through Him has been determined [3113] , for

there is nothing but has come to be and has been determined through



the Son. Therefore He, being the Framer of the universe, knows of
what nature, and of what magnitude, and with what limits, the Father
has willed it to be made; and in the how much and how far is
included its period. And again, if all that is the Father's, is the Son's
(and this He Himself has [3114] said), and it is the Father's attribute
to know the day, it is plain that the Son too knows it, having this
proper to Him from the Father. And again, if the Son be in the Father
and the Father in the Son, and the Father knows the day and the
hour, it is clear that the Son, being in the Father and knowing the
things of the Father, knows Himself also the day and the hour. And if
the Son is also the Father's Very Image, and the Father knows the day
and the hour, it is plain that the Son has this likeness [31135] also to
the Father of knowing them. And it is not wonderful if He, through
whom all things were made, and in whom the universe consists,
Himself knows what has been brought to be, and when the end will be
of each and of all together; rather is it wonderful that this audacity,
suitable as it is to the madness of the Ario—-maniacs, should have
forced us to have recourse to so long a defence. For ranking the Son
of God, the Eternal Word, among things originate, they are not far
from venturing to maintain that the Father Himself is second to the
creation; for if He who knows the Father knows not the day nor the
hour, | fear lest the knowledge of the creation, or rather of the lower
portion of it, be greater, as they in their madness would say, than

knowledge concerning the Father.



45. But for them, when they thus blaspheme the Spirit, they must
expect no remission ever of such irreligion, as the Lord has said
[3116] ; but let us, who love Christ and bear Christ within us, know
that the Word, not as ignorant, considered as Word, has said ‘| know
not,' for He knows, but as shewing His manhood [3117] , in that to be
ignorant is proper to man, and that He had put on flesh that was
ignorant [3118] , being in which, He said according to the flesh, °lI
know not." And for this reason, after saying, 'No not the Son knows,’
and mentioning the ignorance of the men in Noah's day, immediately
He added, 'Watch therefore, for ye know not in what hour your Lord
doth come,’ and again, 'In such an hour as ye think not, the Son of
man cometh [3119] .’ For | too, having become as you for you, said
‘'no, not the Son.' For, had He been ignorant divinely, He must have
said, "Watch therefore, for | know not,’ and, ‘In an hour when | think
not;' but in fact this hath He not said; but by saying 'Ye know not' and
"When ye think not," He has signified that it belongs to man to be
ignorant; for whose sake He too having a flesh like theirs and having
become man, said ‘No, not the Son knows,' for He knew not in flesh,
though knowing as Word. And again the example from Noah exposes

the shamelessness of

Christ's enemies; for there too He said not, ‘| knew not," but ‘"They
knew not until the flood came [3120] ." For men did not know, but He
who brought the flood (and it was the Saviour Himself) knew the day
and the hour in which He opened the cataracts of heaven and broke

up the great deep, and said to Noah, 'Come thou and all thy house



into the ark [3121] ." For were He ignorant, He had not foretold to
Noah, "Yet seven days and | will bring a flood upon the earth.' But if
in describing the day He makes use of the parallel of Noah's time, and
He did know the day of the flood, therefore He knows also the day of

His own coming.

46. Moreover, after narrating the parable of the Virgins, again He
shews more clearly who they are who are ignorant of the day and the
hour, saying, 'Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the
hour [3122] ." He who said shortly before, 'No one knoweth, no not
the Son,' now says not ‘| know not,' but ‘'ye know not."' In like manner
then, when His disciples asked about the end, suitably said He then,
'no, nor the Son," according to the flesh because of the body; that He
might shew that, as man, He knows not; for ignorance is proper to
man [3123] . If however He is the Word, if it is He who is to come, He
to be Judge, He to be the Bridegroom, He knoweth when and in what
hour He cometh, and when He is to say, 'Awake, thou that sleepest,
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light [3124] . For

as, on
Page 745
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becoming man, He hungers and thirsts and suffers with men, so with
men as man He knows not; though divinely, being in the Father Word
and Wisdom, He knows, and there is nothing which He knows not. In

like manner also about Lazarus [3125] He asks humanly, who was on



His way to raise him, and knew whence He should recall Lazarus's
soul; and it was a greater thing to know where the soul was, than to
know where the body lay; but He asked humanly, that He might raise
divinely. So too He asks of the disciples, on coming into the parts of
Caesarea, though knowing even before Peter made answer. For if the
Father revealed to Peter the answer to the Lord's question, it is plain
that through the Son [3126] was the revelation, for ‘'No one knoweth
the Son,' saith He, "'save the Father, neither the Father save the Son,
and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him [3127] .' But if through
the Son is revealed the knowledge both of the Father and the Son,
there is no room for doubting that the Lord who asked, having first
revealed it to Peter from the Father, next asked humanly; in order to
shew, that asking after the flesh, He knew divinely what Peter was
about to say. The Son then knew, as knowing all things, and knowing
His own Father, than which knowledge nothing can be greater or

more perfect.
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Mark 13:32-37

The Necessity of Watchfulness

Overview: Augustine’s comment on this passage focused upon the
perplexing question of the Son’s not knowing the final day. When the
Son is said not to know the final day, it is not because he is ignorant
of it but because he causes it not to be known by them for whom it is
not expedient to know it. He does not show it to them, and they will
not learn it from him. It would not have been for our good to have
known everything that was known to him. He spoke of knowing
something by analogy, in the sense of knowing that which was fitting
that hearers should know from him. The fullness of time is not yet
humanly known as present but only as future. Christ “knew not that
day” with no other meaning than that he, by concealing it, caused
others not to know it. It is according to a common form of speech
that the Son is said not to know what he does not teach; hence he is

said not to know what he causes us not to know (Augustine).

Insofar as he truly assumes and participates in our ordinary humanity,
the Son shares our human limitations of not seeing into the future
(Athanasius). The not knowing is attributed to the humanity of the

incarnate Lord, not to the Godhead (Gregory of Nazianzus). It is not a



defect in the truly human Son of God that he does not know the final
hour but that it is not yet the time to speak or within the divine plan
to act (Hilary of Poitiers). Jesus knew the hour of judgment in the
nature of his humanity but not from the nature of his humanity
(Gregory the Great). Faith watches for the day of which it remains
ignorant and trembles daily for that for which it daily hopes
(Tertullian). Watchfulness for final judgment is not occasional but
belongs to the continuing response of believers (Apostolic
Constitutions). If we knew the future, we would easily be tempted to
postpone all human seriousness and delay all decision making
(Athanasius). The pride that pretends one knows something one does
not know is a greater moral danger than awareness of limited
knowledge (Augustine). Since everything is not yet revealed, the text

calls us to humility (Irenaeus).
Mark 13:32

That Hour No One Knows, Not Even the Son

Ignorance of the Future Is Our Ordinary Human Condition.
Athanasius: When his disciples asked him about the end, he said with
precision: Of that day or that hour no one knows, not even he himself

[Cf. Mat_24:36; Mar_13:32.]—that is, when viewed according to the

flesh, because he too, as human, lives within the limits of the human
condition. He said this to show that, viewed as an ordinary man, he
does not know the future, for ignorance of the future is characteristic
of the human condition. Insofar as he is viewed according to his
divinity as the Word who is to come, to judge, to be bridegroom,

however, he knows when and in what hour he will come.... For as



upon becoming human he hungers, thirsts and suffers, [Cf. Mat_4:2;
Mar_8:31; Luk_24:46; Joh_19:28.] along with all human beings,

similarly as human he does not see the future. But viewed according
to his divinity as the Word and wisdom of the Father, he knows, and
there is nothing which he does not know. Four Discourses Against
the Arians 3.46. [NPNF 24:419%; TLG 2035.042, 26.420.29-38,
421.1-5. The God-man according to his humanity shares with us our

ordinary human condition of ignorance of the future.]

Whether the Son Is Deficient in Knowledge. Hilary of Poitiers: It is
sometimes turned into a reproach against the only begotten God that
he did not know the day and the hour. It is said that, though God,
born of God, he is not in the perfection of divine nature, since he is
subjected to the limitation of ignorance, namely, to an external force
stronger than himself, triumphing, as it were, over his weakness. The
heretics in their frenzy would try to drive us to this blasphemous
interpretation: that he is thus captive to this external limitation, which
makes such a confession inevitable. The words are those of the Lord
himself. What could be more unholy, we ask, than to corrupt his
express assertion by our attempt to explain it away? But, before we
investigate the meaning and occasion of these words, let us first
appeal to the judgment of common sense. Is it credible, that he, who
stands to all things as the author [Cf. Heb_12:2.] of their present and
future, should not know all things?... All that is derives from God
alone its origin, and has in him alone the efficient cause of its present
state and future development. Can anything be beyond the reach of
his nature, through which is effected, and in which is contained, all

that is and shall be? Jesus Christ knows the thoughts of the mind, as



it is now, stirred by present motives, and as it will be tomorrow,
aroused by the impulse of future desires.... Whenever God says that
he does not know, he professes ignorance indeed, but is not under
the defect of ignorance. It is not because of the infirmity of ignorance
that he does not know, but because it is not yet the time to speak, or
in the divine plan to act.... This knowledge is not, therefore, a change
from ignorance, but the coming of a fullness of time. He waits still to
know, but we cannot suppose that he does not know. Therefore his
not knowing what he knows, and his knowing what he does not know,
is nothing else than a divine economy in word and deed. On the
Trinity 9.58-62. [Cetedoc (0433, 62 a.9.58.4; NPNF 29:175-77**.
The hour referred to is the fullness of time, which is not yet known as
present but is known as future. It is not a defect in the Son of God

that he does not know, but it is not yet the time to speak.]

Whether the Son Knows All That the Father Knows. Augustine:
According to “the form of God” [Cf. Php_2:6.] everything that the
Father has belongs to the Son: for “All things that are mine are yours,
and yours are mine.” [Joh_17:10.] According to the form of a slave,
[Cf. Php_2:7.] however, his teaching is not his own, but of the One
who sent him. Hence “Of that day or hour no one knows, neither the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.” [Mat _24:36;
Mar_13:32.] He is ignorant of this in the special sense of making
others ignorant. He did not “know it” in their presence in such a way
as to be prepared to reveal it to them at that time. Recall that in a
similar way it was said to Abraham: “Now | know that you fear God,”
[Cf. Gen_22:12.] in the sense that now | am taking you through a

continuing journey to know yourself, because Abraham came to know



himself only after he had been tried in adversity.... Jesus was
“ignorant” in this sense, so to speak, among his disciples, of that
which they were not yet able to know from him. He only said that
which was seasonally fitting for them to know. Among those with
mature wisdom he knew in a different way than among babes. [Cf.

1Co_3:1.] On the Trinity 1.12.23. [Cetedoc 0329, 50.1.11.31; FC

Figurative Speech Concerning What the Son Does Not Will to Know.
Augustine: | am by no means of the opinion that a figurative mode of
expression can be rightly termed a falsehood. For it is no falsehood
to call a day joyous because it makes people joyous. A lupine seed is
not sad because it lengthens the face of the eater because of its bitter
taste. So also we say that God “knows” something when he makes
his hearers know it (an instance quoted by yourself in the words of
God to Abraham, “Now | know that you fear God” [Gen_22:12.]).
These are by no means false statements, as you yourself readily see.
Accordingly, the blessed Hilary threw light on an obscure point by
this kind of figurative expression, showing how we ought to
understand the words that “he did not know the day,” [Cf. Mat 24:36;
Mar_13:32.] with no other meaning than this: In proportion as he had
made others ignorant by concealing his meaning, he spoke of it
figuratively as his own lack of knowledge. So by concealing it, he so
to speak caused others not to know it. He did not by this explanation
condone lying, but he proved that it was not lying to use the common
figures, including metaphors, as a form of speech available to all, a
mode of expression entirely familiar to all in daily conversation.

Would anyone call it a lie to say that vines are jeweled with buds, or



that a grainfield waves, or that a young man is in the flower of his
youth, because he sees in these objects neither waves nor precious
stones, nor grass, nor trees to which these expressions would
literally apply? Letter 180, To Oceanus 3. [Cetedoc 0262,
180.44.3.698.26; NPNF 1 1:547-48**; cf. FC 30:119. This is a true
statement figuratively understood, for Christ knew not that day with
no other meaning than that he, by concealing it, caused others not to

know it.]

The Time Not Disclosed to Flesh. Augustine: No one should arrogate
to oneself the knowledge of that time by any computation of years.
For if that day is to come after seven thousand years, everyone could
learn its advent simply by adding up years. What comes then of the
Son’s even “not knowing” this? This is said with this meaning, that
his hearers do not learn this from the Son, not that he by himself
does not know it. It is to be understood according to that form of
speech by which “The Lord your God tries you that he may know,”
[Deu_13:3.] which means, that he may make you know. Again, the
phrase “arise, O Lord” [Psa_3:7.] means make us arise. Thus when
the Son is said not to know this day, it is not because he is ignorant
of it, but because he causes those to know it not for whom it is not
yet expedient to know it, for he does not show it to them. On the
Psalms 6.1. [Cetedoc 0283, 38.6.1.9; NPNF 18:15**. When the Son
is said not to know this day, it is not because he is ignorant of it but
because he does not disclose its time to those for whom this

knowledge would not be helpful.]

Mark 13:32



Only the Father

Whether Everything Is Already Revealed. Irenaeus: The gnostics
presumptuously assume acquaintance with the unspeakable mysteries
of God. Remember that even the Lord, the very Son of God, allowed
that the Father alone knows the very day and hour of judgment.... If
then the Son was not ashamed to ascribe the knowledge of that day
to the Father only, but declared what was true regarding the matter,
neither let us be ashamed to reserve for God those enigmatic

questions which come our way. Against Heresies 2.28.6.
[AHR 1:355; ANF 1:401*. The text calls us to humility.]

The All-Knowing God. Gregory of Nazianzus: The last day and hour
no one knows, not even the Son himself, but the Father. [Mat 24:36;
Mar_13:32.] Yet how can the source of wisdom be ignorant of
anything—that is, wisdom who made the world, who perfects all, who
remodels all, who is the limit of all things that were made, who knows
the things of God and the spirit of a person, knowing the things that
lie deep within? [1Co _2:2.] For what can be more perfect than this
knowledge? How then can you say that all things before that hour he
knows accurately, and all things that are to happen about the time of
the end, but of the hour itself he is ignorant? For such a thing would
be like a riddle. It is as if one were to say that he knew accurately all
that was in front of the wall, but did not know the wall itself. Or that,
knowing the end of the day, he did not know the beginning of the
night. Yet knowledge of the one necessarily implies the other. Thus
everyone must see that the Son knows as God, and knows not as

man (if we may for the purposes of argument distinguish that which is



discerned by sight from that which is discerned by thought alone).
For the absolute and unconditioned use of the name “the Son” in this
passage, without the addition of whose Son, [Whether the reference
is to the son of Mary or Son of God.] leads us to conclude: We are to
understand the ignorance in the most reverent sense, by attributing it
to his human nature, and not to the Godhead. Oration 30, On the
Son, Second Oration 15. [TLG 2022.010, 15.1-17; NPNF 27:315**.]

Not for Our Good to Know All. Augustine: It was not part of his office
as our master that through him the day should become known to us.
[Augustine is asking whether- it would have been for our good to have
known everything that was known to God.] It remains true that the
Father knows nothing that the Son does not know, since his Son, the
Word, is his wisdom, and his wisdom is to know. But it was not for
our good to know everything which was known to him who came to
teach us. He surely did not come to teach us that which it was not
good for us to know. As master he both taught some things and left
other things untaught. He knew both how to teach us what was good
for us to know, and not to teach us what was not for our good to
know. It is according to this common form of speech that the Son is
said “not to know” what he does not choose to teach. We are in the
daily habit of speaking in this way. Accordingly he is said “not to
know” what he causes us not to know. On the Psalms 37.1. [Cetedoc
0283, 38.36.1.1.5; NPNF 18:91**. It is according to a common form
of speech that the Son is said not to know what he does not teach;

hence he is said not to know what he causes us not to know.]

The Son’s Discernment of the Future. Gregory the Great: When we

speak of a glad day, we do not mean that the day itself is glad, but



that it makes us glad. So also the Almighty Son says that he does not
know the day which he causes not to be known. It is not that he
himself does not know it, but that he does not allow it to be known.
Only the Father is said to know the future in this same way. [Similarly
we say the Father alone knows, not so‘as to imply that it is known
only by the Father and not the Son. The eternal Son knows what the
eternal Father knows.] The Son, who according to his divinity is of
the same essential nature with the Father, has knowledge of that
which the angels are ignorant. The only begotten, being incarnate and
made for us a perfect man, knew indeed /n the nature of his incarnate
humanity the day and hour of the judgment, but still it was not from
the nature of his humanity as such that he knew it. What then he
knew in his humanity he knew not from it. Epistle 39, To Eulogius.

[Cetedoc 1714, 10:21.47; NPNF 213:48* * (italics added).]
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