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Bagnall, too, when he first observed the script judged it to be an

unpracticed, messy hand, perhaps even by a modern forger
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Coptic palaeography is notoriously difficult to date
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Given the content of this text, we took into serious consideration

whether this was a genuine ancient text or a modern forgery.
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Stephen Emmel, a professor of Coptology at the University of
Muenster who was on the international advisory panel that reviewed

the 2006 discovery of the Gospel of Judas
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Alin Suciu, a papyrologist at the University of Hamburg,
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Wolf-Peter Funk, a noted Coptic linguist
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"Gospel of Jesus' wife' fragment is a fake, Vatican says'. Reuters.
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"Jesus Wife' Research Leads To Suspicions That Artifact Is A Fake".
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Following an investigative Atlantic article by Ariel Sabar published
online in June 2016, King conceded that the evidence now "presses

in the direction of forgery'.

Ariel Sabar. "The Unbelievable Tale of Jesus's Wife"'. The Atlantic.

Retrieved June 18, 2016.
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The fragment's provenance and similarity to another fragment from
the same anonymous owner widely believed to be fake further

supported a consensus among scholars that the text is a modern

forgery written on a scrap of medieval papyrus

Joel Baden and Candida Moss (December 2014). "The Curious Case

of Jesus's Wife'. The Atlantic.
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Christian Askeland's concluded that the text must have been written

on a fragment of medieval papyrus by a modern forger.
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Apart'. The Wall Street Journal.
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Dr. Askeland also found it suspicious that the author of the fragment

wrote the same letter in different ways.
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"How The Gospel of Jesus's Wife Might Have Been Forged'.
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June 11, 2017.
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Depuydt also said that he had never seen bold writing used in a
single Coptic text before. He wrote: "The effect is something like: 'My
wife. Get it? MY wife. You heard that right." The papyrus fragment

seems ripe for a Monty Python sketch.... If the forger had used italics

in addition, one might be in danger of losing one's composure".
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Sabar, Ariel (2020). Veritas: A Harvard Professor, a Con Man and the
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The text was widely considered a fake.
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