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Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 93a.



... R. Johanan said: What is meant by, / saw by night, and behold a man
riding upon a red horse, and he sftood among the myrtle trees that were in
the botfom, efc. ? \What means, ‘/ saw by night?’—The Holy One, blessed
be He, wished to turn the whole world into night, ‘but behold, A man
riding’.— ‘Man’ can refer to none but the Holy One, blessed be He, as it is
written, 7he Lord is a man of war: the Lord is his name, ‘upon a red
horse —the Holy One, blessed be He, wished to turn the whole world to
blood: but as soon as he looked upon Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah his
anger was appeased, for it is written, and he stood among [hadaism] the
myrtle trees that were in the deep. Now ‘hadaism’ refers but to the
righteous, as it is written, And he brought up Hadassah; and ‘deep’ refers
to Babylon, as it is said, that sayeth fo the deep, Be dry, and | will dry up

thy rivers
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Zechariah 2:9. (5 ax)

Midrash Rabbah, Exodus XXIV, 4.

... ‘In the Messianic age, | will be its protecting wall,” for it says, For /,
saith the Lord, will be unfo her a wall of fire round about, and | will be the
glory in the midst of her (Zech. I, 9).

Zechariah 2:9.

Midrash Rabbah, The Song of Songs VII, 5, § 3.

... Another explanation of Hadrach: this is the Messiah who will guide
(hadrich) all humanity in the way of repentance before the Holy One,
blessed be He. ‘And in Damascus shall be His resting—place.’ Is
Damascus His resting—place? Is his resting—place any other than the
Temple, as it says, 7his is My resting-place for ever (Ps. CXXXII, 14)? He

replied: Jerusalem will one day expand on all sides until it reaches the



gates of Damascus, and the exiles will come and rest under it, to fulfill what
is written, ‘And Damascus shall be His resting—place’, as if to say, As far
as Damascus is His resting—place. What does R. Johanan make of the
verse, And the city shall be builded upon her own mound (Jer. XXX, 18)7?
[He replies]: It will be like a fig—tree which is narrow below and broad
above. So Jerusalem will expand on all sides and the exiles will come and
rest beneath it, to fulfill what is said, For thou shalt spread abroad on the
right hand and on the left (Isa. LIV, 3). This proves expansion in length.
What is the proof for breadth? Because it says, From the tower of Hananel
unto the King’s winepresses (Zech. XIV, 10). R. Zakkai Rabbah said: Up
to the pits of Ripa; up to the wine presses which the supreme King of
kings, the Holy One, blessed be He, pressed. So much for the length and
breadth of it. What about the height? Because it says, And the side—
chambers were broader as they wound about higher and higher (Ezek. XL,
7). It was taught: Jerusalem is destined to expand and ascend until it
reaches the Throne of Glory, until it will say, ‘ 7he place is too strait for me;
[give place to me that | may dwell’. (Isa. XLIX, 20). R. Jose b. R.

Jeremiah said: We have still not learnt the whole of the glory of Jerusalem.



Whence do you learn its full glory? From [what is said of] its walls, as it
says, For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall of fire round about (Zech.
11, 9).

Zechariah 2:9.

Pasigtd do—Rab Kahana, Piska 20, 7.

A story. R. Eleazar ben Azariah and R. Eleazar the Modite sat engaged
with the meaning of the verse Af that time they shall call Jerusalem the
throne of the Lord (Jer. 3:17). R. Eleazar ben Azariah asked R. Eleazar
the Modite: Can Jerusalem hold as many people [as will crowd into it when
it becomes His throne]? R. Eleazar replied: The Holy One, will say to
Jerusalem: Extend thyself, enlarge thyself, receive thy hosts—En/arge the
place of thy tent, etc. (Isa. 54:2). R. Johanan said: Jerusalem is destined
to grow to the gates of Damascus. And the proof? The verse The burden
of the word of the Lord. In the land of Hadrak and in Damascus shall be
His resting place (Zech. 9:1). As to the meaning of Hadrak, R. Judah and
R. Nehemiah differ. According to R. Judah, the term Hadrak refers to the
king Messiah, who will be rough (Aaad) with the nations and gentle (rak)

with Israel. According to R. Nehemiah, Hadrak is actually the name of a



place. For R. Jose, son of a woman from Damascus, said: | am from
Damascus and | swear that a certain place there is called Hadrak. R.
Judah then asked R. Nehemiah: If you take Hadrak to be merely the name
of a place, how do you construe the verse’s conclusion, namely, and in
Damascus shall be His resting place (ibia)? R. Nehemiah replied: As a fig
tree is narrow at the base but spreads out at the top, so is Jerusalem
destined to keep spreading out, and the banished will come and find rest
therein to fulfill the pledge in the words and in Damascus shall be His
resting place (/bid). Here resting place refers to Jerusalem, as in the verse
in which God said of Zion: 7his is My resting place for ever; here will |
awell; for | have desired /'z‘(PS. 132:14). Then R. Judah asked: If
Jerusalem is to extend to Damascus, how do you construe 7he city shall
be builded on her own mound (Jer. 30:18)? R. Nehemiah replied:
Jerusalem will not be moved from its original place: from each of its sides it
will keep spreading out, however, and the banished will come and find rest
therein, thus fulfilling the words For thou shalt spread abroad on the right
and on the left (Isa 54:3), phrases which refer to Jerusalem’s length,

[south and north]. Whence the proof that Jerusalem will also be enlarged in



breadth, [east and west]? The verse From the fower of Hananel unfo the
king’s *hollows”(Zech. 14:10), the latter, according to R. Berechiah,
referring to the Ocean; but, according to the elder R. Zakkai, the phrase
refers to the harbor of Jaffa. And the two do not really disagree as to the
extent of Jerusalem’s spreading to the west: for he who says, “unto the
Ocean” construes the verse as referring to the “hollows” which the King
who is King of kings, blessed be He, hollowed out; while he who says “unto
the harbor of Jaffa,” construes the verse as referring to the one king
Solomon hollowed out. We thus have proof [of Jerusalem’s being enlarged]
in length and breadth. And whence the proof concerning its height? The
verse And there was an enlarging, and a winding about still upward on the
sides thereof (Ezek. 41:7).

R. Eliezer ben Jacob said: Jerusalem is destined to keep rising until it
reaches the throne of glory where it will say to the Holy One, The place [on
earth) Is too strait for me; give [placel where | may sit (Isa. 49:20). Jose
bar R. Jeremiah and R. Dostal, citing R. Levi, added: You still do not know
what the full degree of Jerusalem’s distinction is to be. However, from the

verse For |, saith the Lord, will be untfo her a wall of fire round about, and |



will be the glory in the midst of her (Zech. 2:9), you may infer what is to be
Jerusalem’s distinction and surpassing glory.

Zechariah 2:11.

Babylonian Talmud, Kethuboth 111 a.

... Abaye stated: We have a tradition that Babel will not witness the
sufferings [that will precede the coming] of the Messiah.

Part of the footnote after this quote reads: ° ... These are the thrones of
mother Zion which is in labor to bring forth the Messiah — without

metaphor, the Jewish people’.
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(KJV) And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O
Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: /s not
this a brand plucked out of the fire?

(LXX) kai gimev kHpLog mpog tov Staforov Emitipioatl kHplog v
00i, SLafoAe, Kai é¢mTURoAL KOPLOG £V 601 0 EKAEEANEVOG TNV

Iepovocainp’ ovk i80V TOVTO MG SAAOG £Ee0TIAGEVOG £K TTVPOG;

Zec 3:2 And the Lords said to the Devil,



Zec 3:3 The Lord rebuke thee, O Devil, even the Lord that has
chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: behold! is not this as a brand plucked
from the fire?
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(KJV) Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he
disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a

railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.
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From H6779; a sprout (usually concretely), literally or figuratively: — branch,
bud, that which (where) grew (upon), spring (-ing).
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Zechariah 3:8.

Targum Jonathan to the Prophets.
Hear now, O Joshua, the High Priest, you and your companions who sit
before you, for they are men worthy of having miracles performed for them:

Behold, | bring My servant, the Messiah, who is to be revealed.
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Yalkut Schimeon ( ascribed to Rabbi Simeon Kara, 12th Century )
says on Zech.4:7:
'He ( the king Messiah ) is greater than the patriarchs, as it is said, 'My

servant shall be high, and lifted up, and lofty exceedingly' (Isa. 52:13)."
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Zechariah 4:7.

Targum Jonathan to the Prophets.
Of what worth are you before Zerubbabel, you foolish kihngdom? Are you
not like a plain? For He shall reveal His Messiah, whose name was called

from the beginning, and he shall have dominion over all the kingdoms.
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