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“Many of the so—called vestigial organs are now known to fulfill important

functions.”

Encyclopedia Britannica Vol. 8, 926.
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1. Helix

1a. Helix Root

1b. Helix-Lobe Notch

1c. Helix Tubercle

1d. Helix Cauda

2. Scaphoid Fossa

3a. Superior Antihelix Crus
3b. Inferior Antihelix Crus
3c. Body of Antihelix

4. Triangular Fossa

5. Superior Concha

6. Inferior Concha

7. Concha Ridge

8a. Tragus

8b. Upper Apex of Tragus
8c. Lower Apex of Tragus
9. Antitragus

10. Lobe

11. Antihelix-Antitragus Noich
12. Supratragic Notch

13. Intertragic Notch

Figure 2.1: Anatomical Areas on the Anterior Surface of the Ear
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plastic surgeon Anthony Sclafani of the New York Eye and Ear Infirmary in
New York City, arguing that the genetics of the Darwin’s point condition

suggest that it is an evolutionary vestige:
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“However, this is merely twisting genetics into an evolutionary tale.
Autosomal dominant traits can arise through mutations and either
have no functional importance (such as the widow’s peak) or are
harmful (such as Huntington’s disease), so it does not have to be
functional to have any sort of dominance. Rather, the combination of
autosomal dominance and incomplete penetration suggest that it’s a
mutation, but it does not affect the survival of the organism. And
since it is a dominant trait, it is able to find its way into the population
more readily than a mutation that gives rise to a recessive allele.
Therefore, Darwin’s point merely provides at best an example of

natural variation and at worst an example of genetic degeneration,
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Emile L. Boulpaep, Walter F. Boron, Medical physiology: a cellular and

molecular approach (St. Louis, Mo: Elsevier Saunders, 2005).
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Eugene Wolff, Anatomy of the eye and orbif, seventh edition, (Philadelphia:

W. B. Saunders, 1976), 220.
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Darlene A. Dartt, "The Conjunctiva—Structure and Function'. Duane'’s
Foundations of Clinical Ophthalmology 2, Chapter 2. (Philadelphia:

Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, 2006.)
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Wolff, Anatomy of the eye and orbit, 221.
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Microvitli

Secretory vesicles
containing mucin

Rough ER

Golgi apparatus

Nucleus

Goblet cell" at Dorland's Medical Dictionary
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Ernest Gardner, Donald Gray and Ronan O’Rahilly, Anatomy: aregional

study of human structure, Fourth edition, (Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders,

1975), 641.
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William Bloom and Don Wayne Fawcett, A textbook of histology,

(Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders, 1975).

George Parker, Vistigial organs, In Creation by evolution, (New York:

Macmillan Publishing, 1928), 42.
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Gardner et al 1975
Weichert 1970 p 419
Scadding 1983 p 6
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