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Yoma 4:2 He tied a crimson thread on the head of the goat which
was to be sent away, and he placed it at the place where it was later to be
sent away, and he placed the goat that was to be slaughtered at the place

where it would be slaughtered.,
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m. Yoma 6:6 What did he [the one who accompanied the goat] do
[when he reached the cliff]? He divided the thread of crimson wool, and
tied one half to the rock, the other half between its horns, and pushed it

from behind, and it went rolling down and before it had reached half its way

down hill it broken into limbs.
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Yoma 6:8 They said to the high priest: the goat has reached the

wilderness.
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And how did they know that the goat had reached the wilderness?
They would station relays[19] and wave flags, and they would know that

the goat had reached the wilderness.
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m. Shabbat 9:3 How do we know that a crimson thread is tied to
the head of the goat that is sent away? Because it is said, “If your sins be

as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow”
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m. Yoma 6:8 Rabbi Ishmael[22] said: but did they not have another
sign! A thread of crimson thread was tied to the opening of the Sanctuary,

and when the goat reached the wilderness the thread turned white, as it is



written, “If your sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as snow” (Isa
1:18).
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b. Yoma 67a R. Nahum bar Nafah[25] said in the name of R. Elazar
Hakapar: At first they would tie the crimson thread on the opening of the
Portico[26] from the inside, and when the goat reached the wilderness, it
would turn white, and they would know that the mitzvah had been
performed (=that the scapegoat had been pushed off the cliff), as it says,

“Though your sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as snow” (Isa 1:18).
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Talmud Shabbath 22b 6-8 “6. . . But it is a testimony to mankind 7
that the Divine Presence rests in Israel. What is the testimony?” 8 —
Said Rab: That was the western branch (of the candelabrum) in
which the same quantity of oil was poured as into the rest, and yet

he kindled (the others) from it and ended therewith..”
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Yoma 39b, "Our Rabbis taught: During that last forty years before
the destruction of the Temple the lot ['For the Lord'] did not come up
in the right hand; nor did the crimson-coloured strap become white;
nor did the westernmost light shine; and the doors of the Hekal
would open by themselves, until R. Johanan b. Zakkai rebuked
them, saying: Hekal, Hekal, why wilt thou be the alarmer thyself?(1) |
know about thee that thou wilt be destroyed, for Zechariah ben Ido
has already prophesied concerning thee: (2) Open thy doors, O
Lebanon, that the fire may devour thy cedars.(3) R. Issac b. Tablai
said: Why is its(4) name called Lebanon? Because it makes white

the sins of Israel."

Footnotes: (1) Predict thy own destruction. (2) I.e., concerning this
significant omen of the destruction of the Temple. (3) Zech. XI, 1.
Ido was his grandfather, but it occurs occasionally that a man is

called 'the son' after a distinguished ancestor. (4) The Sanctuary.
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Rosh Hashanah 31Db, "Originally they used to fasten the thread of
scarlet on the door of the [Temple] court on the outside.(1) If it
turned white the people used to rejoice,(2) and if it did not turn white
they were sad. They therefore made a rule that it should be fastened
to the door of the court on the inside. People, however, still peeped
in and saw, and if it turned white they rejoiced and if it did not turn
white they were sad. They therefore made a rule that half of it
should be fastened to the rock and half between the horns of the
goat that was sent [to the wilderness]...For forty years before the
destruction of the Temple the thread of scarlet never turned white but
remained red." Footnotes: (1) After the High Priest had performed
the service on the Day of Atonement. V. Yoma, 67a. (2) This being

a sign that their sins had been forgiven.
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