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Grave stela from Shaft Grave V in Grave Circle A at Mycenae, ca.

1500 BC, National Archaeological Museum of Athens.
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Cup from Grave V, with swirly designs
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Medicaid-expanding
states had fewer
cardiovascular deaths
than other states

DNA reveals ancient
Siberians who set the
stage for the first
Americans

50 years ago, scientists
wanted to build solar
panels on the moon

Physicists have finally
figured out how
pentaquarks are built

In afirst, magnetic fields
have been spotted
between two galaxy
clusters

Almost all healthy people
harbor patches of
mutated cells
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NEWS LANGUAGE, ARCHAEOLOGY

Oldest alphabet
identified as Hebrew

BRUCE BOWER

LETTER STONE Inscriptions in stone slabs from Egypt, including this specimen dating to
almost 3,500 years ago, contain the world’s oldest alphabet, which one researcher now
argues was an early form of Hebrew. New translations of these inscriptions contain
references to figures from the Bible, including Moses.

SAN ANTONIO — The world's earliest alphabet, inscribed on
stone slabs at several Egyptian sites, was an early form of Hebrew,
a controversial new analysis concludes.

Israelites living in Egypt transformed that civilization’s
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Hot Topics THE WOMEN'S WORLD CUP

DIGGING HISTORY - Published December 5, 2016

Hebrew may be world's oldest alphabet

By Walt Bonner, | Fox News

000000

A photo of Sinai 375a, a stone slab from Egypt, which is now located in the Harvard Semitic Museum. This photo ins the name Ahi (Exodus

31:6) on the two horizontal lines. (Credit: Douglas Petrovich)

The oldest recorded alphabet may be Hebrew. According to a controversial new study by archaeologist and
ancient inscription specialist Douglas Petrovich, Israelites in Egypt took 22 ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs and
turned them into the Hebrew alphabet over 3,800 vears aqgo.
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Serabit el-
Khadim

Dvnastv 18

Petrovich's electronic drawing of Sinai 375a, which includes the separation of words and identification of proto-consonantal letters with biblical/modern
Hebrew letters next to them (Credit: Douglas Petrovich).

Credit: Douglas Petrovich, teaches Ancient Egypt at Wilfred Laurier
University
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Is Hebrew the world's first alphabet?
Israelites in Egypt may have turned
hieroglyphs into letters 3,800 years
ago

- Dr Douglas Petrovich looked at 16 Hebrew letters from Egyptian tablets

- He combined earlier identifications of some letters in the ancient alphabet with
his own interpretation of disputed letters create the 'Hebrew 1.0’ script

- He found names of three biblical figures - Asenath, Ahisamach and Moses

- But the theory is controversial as some historians dispute the Israelites’
presence in Egypt, and others suggest the biblical dates used are unreliable

By ABIGAIL BEALL FOR MAILONLINE
PUBLISHED: 10:00 EDT, 7 December 2016 | UPDATED: 02:11 EDT, 8 December 2016
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Romain F. Butin, “The Protosinaitic Inscriptions,” Harvard Theological Review 25/2 (1932): pl. m 7

A photo of Sinai 361, located in the Cairo Museum. This photo contains the name Moses (M-Sh,
the two fullest letters on the smaller fragment of the inscription) at the bottom of the first
vertical column
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Sinai 361 Serabit el-Khadim

Dynasty 18
(ca. 1446 BC)

An electronic drawing of Sinai 361, which includes the separation of words and identification
of proto-consonantal letters with biblical or modern Hebrew letters next to them. Dr
Petrovich's translation of Sinai 361 is: 'Our bound servitude had lingered. Moses then
provoked astonishment. It is a year of astonishment, because of the Lady.’

'‘Our bound servitude had lingered. Moses then provoked

astonishment. It is a year of astonishment, because of the Lady.”
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Dvnasty 18 (ca. 1480 BC)
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The Hebrew conquest as witnessed in
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"From Abdi—Heba, mayor of Jerusalem to king Pharaoh: They are
now attempting to take Jerusalem. Pharaoh has placed his name in
Jerusalem forever, he cannot abandon the land of Jerusalem. 'Gezer,

Ashkelon, and Lachish have given oil, food & supplies to the Habiru*".
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