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Slate palette from
Heirakonpolis, showing
triumph of King
Nar-mer (first Pharoah
of a united Egypt) and
long necked dragons,

The Ancient Near East in Pic-
tures by Pritchard p. 93

See also: Technology of the Gods
by David Hatcher Childress-p.
115,815-253-9000
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Dragon from gate in Babylon. Now in
Vorderasiatisches Museum, Berlin
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The Ishtar Gate from
Babylon showing lions
and dragons. Now in
the Staatliche Museum
in Berlin.

Photo Troma On the Trach of
Uniknosen Animmals by Bernard
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“There is a place in Arabia...to which | went, on hearing of some winged
serpents; and when | arrived there, | saw bones and spines of serpents, in

such quantities as it would be impossible to describe. The form of the



serpent is like that of a water—snake, but he has wings without feathers,

and as like as possible to the wings of a bat™
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When the ground was difficult to be passed over, because of the multitude
of serpents (which it produces in vast numbers ... some of which ascend
out of the ground unseen, and also fly in the air, and do come upon men at

unawares, and do them a mischief)...

[Moses] made baskets like unto arke, of sedge, and filled them with ibes
(i.e., birds), and carried them along with them; which animal is the greatest
enemy to serpents imaginable, for they fly from them when they come near
them; and as they fly they are caught and devoured by them (n.d.,
Antiquities of the Jews, 2:10:2, emp. added).2

1 1850 reprint, Historiae, trans. Henry Clay, 2:75-76
2 Antiquities of the Jews, 2:10:2, emp. added
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“Ethiopia produces dragons, not so large as those of India, but still, twenty

cubits in length.”
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“The contest is equally fatal to both; the elephant, vanquished, falls to the

earth, and by its weight, crushes the dragon which is entwined around it.”
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3 Pliny, The Natural History of Pliny, Translated by John Bostock, M.D.,
F.R.S. and H.T. Riley, Esq., B.A. Vol. Il. Book VIII, Chapter 13

4 Pliny, The Natural History of Pliny, Translated by John Bostock, M.D.,
F.R.S., and H.T. Riley, Esq., B.A. Vol. Il. Book VIII, Chapter 11
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Aelian writes that when Alexander was campaigning in India, he
encountered a dragon living in a cave. The Indians regarded it as sacred,
worshipped it with great reverence, and pleaded with Alexander not to
allow anyone to harm it. Alexander agreed. When his army passed the
cave, the dragon hissed and made such a violent sound that the soldiers
were terrified. Aelian reports that it was said to be 70 cubits long, although
only its head emerged from the cave, with eyes supposedly as large as a

Macedonian shield.’

Gt Caala caigh) 8 &y iuall dilen agiy HaiSuY) OIS Lavie 4l Gusilll Sy
DU ) dslangig cadae iy 4igaunny Laske LIS 4393es agigll OIS 38 tCagS 8
laad il Jaal «cagSIb adin e Cang oclly o HuSuy) (3858 il Y e VI
53 OIS ol @l Jola o () Gl g asiall Gusin b el B Al Tase Bgeay
D e (B LS colie calSy —Cagl) e 3w OIS Lo s a4y o aeym Loy g

- e

5 Aelian, On the Nature of Animals (De Natura Animalium), Book 15,

chapter 21 (15.21).
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“Onesicritus of Astypalaea says that at the time of the expedition of
Alexander, the son of Philip, there were in India two dragons (drakontes)
kept by Abisares the Indian, and that one of them measured a hundred and
forty cubits, the other eighty. He says also that Alexander had a great

desire to see them® ”.
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6 Aelian, On the Nature of Animals (De Natura Animalium), Book XVI,
Chapter 39 (16.39).
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